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BHIRTY YEARS AGO, | first 
| stumbled across a bunch of 
fat men in bathing suits rolling 
around inside a ring. | don't remem- 
ber exactly why it held my attention 
оп some wistful Saturday morning 
as | mindlessly channel surfed. | 
don't remember the first match I 
saw, which wrestler captivated me, 
ог any of the other details. 

| just remember that soon 
enough, | was hooked, and soon 
thereafter, my parents didn't have to 
ask what | was doing up so early (9 
or 10 in the morning for goodness’ 
sake!) on a Saturday. They knew it 
was “that stupid wrestling.” 

I'm still following “that stupid 


wrestling” three decades later, 
though Monday, Thursday, and 
Friday nights have replaced Satur- 


WWE should be commended for its 


day mornings/early evenings. 

I guess Гт feeling nostalgic for 
the days of those poorly lit WWF 
TV tapings in dingy rundown 
buildings in Allentown and Ham- 
burg, Pennsylvania. And I've 
occasionally pondered the kind of 
question probably all of us whose 
names have been on the mast- 
head of this magazine for a long 
time now have pondered at some 
point: If І were turning 13 years 
old today and not in 1982, would I 
become a wrestling fan? 

Complicated stuff. A lot has 
changed that makes me wonder— 
and there might be a lesson in it 
for the decision-makers from 
Vince McMahon on down. 

Despite my affinity for the grace- 
fulness of Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka 


ing campaign, but, as Dave Lenker 


notes, isn't bullying the backbone of this sport? Certainly, Brodus Clay has every 
advantage over John Laurinaitis, who's 14 years his senior. 
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and his glorious "Superfly" dive in 
1982, it wasn't the athleticism that 
won me over. To this day, | have no 
problem admitting that | can't break 
down a match the way a true stu- 
dent of the science like Dan Murphy 
can. What enthralled me was the 
‘outrageousness of it all, the crazy 
storylines, intense feuds, the over- 
the-top characters, the unpredictabil- 
ity, and maybe even the fact that it 
was all too absurd and ridiculous for 
the masses to embrace. (You're talk- 
ing about an odd 13-year-old kid/ 
amateur psychologist who spent a 
lot of time wondering why the hap- 
less preliminary wrestlers who got 
pummeled week after week kept 
coming back for more beatings.) 

My interest actually faded as 
McMahon transformed the WWF 
into a glitzy international jugger- 
naut and “Hulkamania” exploded. 
Okay, maybe that had to do with 
other stuff, too, like the fact that 
girls became a lot more appealing 
to me around that time. 

But the fact that the WWF 
became so slick and polished did 
turn me off. 

Well, now, here we are more 
than halfway through 2012, and I'm 
concerned that WWE has become 
far too corporate ... and image 
conscious ... and polished. І know, 
it comes with the territory when 
you're a publicly traded entity that 
must answer to stockholders. 

Excuse the rant, as some of 
this stuff is obvious and has been 
analyzed ad nauseam. 

Hell, І even think having a pay- 
per-view every month is detrimen- 
tal in some respects. It's clear that 
too many PPV matches have to be 
made to fill cards in 2012. Witness 
this year's No Way Out card, which 
featured four matches that proba- 
bly belonged on Superstars. A tux- 
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Lenker appreciated the John Cena vs. CM Punk Hell in a Cell match last October, 
but he feels the spontaneity of this specialty match is lost when there is a pay- 
per-view event that must be filled each year. 


edo match? А Ryback squash? A 
quarter-century ago, it felt like that 
worked in reverse—that feuds and 
potential matches became so huge 
that they needed to be on PPV. 

It has gotten even worse in that 


WWE has put a regular Hell in a 
Gell pay-per-view on its schedule. 
Didn't it used to be that every once 
in a while, a feud got so big that it 
needed the mother of all steel 
cages to finish it (Say, Triple-H vs. 
Undertaker at WrestleMania this 
year)? Now it's all nicely scheduled 
in advance so that the company 
must conveniently find a match ог 
two for the Cell at a pre-specified 
time of the year. 

It also bugs me these days that 
WWE fans can't just be fans. 
We're the WWE Universe. Wres- 
tlers aren't wrestlers. They're 
Superstars, entertainers, perform- 
ers. Haw and Smackdown aren't 
wrestling shows—they're action/ 
adventure or variety hours. 

A couple of years ago, WWE 
actually fired a hot young star in 
Daniel Bryan for choking ring 
announcer Justin Roberts with his tie 
when the storyline called for Bryan, 
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‘nefarious member of Nexus, to до 
some pretty dastardly deeds. 

Thirty years of watching wres- 
tling, here. It's what bad guys do! 

Go way back to 2004 and JBL 
got into trouble for goose-stepping 
during a WWE event in Germany. 
Okay, so this was in violation of 
German law, and | do find it impos- 
sible to defend anything Nazi-relat- 
ed, but still, in principle, it was a 
gutsy heel tactic that surely would 
have elicited a deserved beating 
from his opponent that night. 

That sprung back to mind 
recently because just this spring, 
Chris Jericho was suspended for 
30 days by WWE for defacing the 
Brazilian flag during a South 
American house show. Again, 
there was the problem of the act 
being illegal in Brazil, but Jericho 
was just trying to get the crowd to 
revile him. He's good at that. 

Last year, Fit Finlay lost his job as 
a WWE backstage agent because 
as the man in charge of a house 
show, he allowed The Міг to inter- 
тир! our national anthem in an effort. 
1o antagonize fans. Seems reps 
from the National Guard who were 


there that night didn't take kindly to 
that. An overreaction if you ask me. 

In recent months, WWE has 
admirably taken a very public 
stance against bullying. In this and 
other campaigns, it sends some of 
its biggest stars, heels and fan 
favorites (and often together, but 
don't get me started on that), out 
into public to speak out against bul- 
lying. Again, admirable. 

But wait a minute, like jingoism 
and sneak-attacks and all sorts of 
despicable tactics, isn't bullying a 
part of wrestling? Don't we see 
bullying on every show, and don't 
ме see it from TV and movie char- 
acters all the time? 

To be ultra-safe, should we 
change the name of PW/'s annual 
Most Hated Wrestler of the Year 
award to Most Disagreeable Wres- 
tler of the Year if a WWE wrestler— 
sorry, Superstar—wins it? Might be 
the safe and responsible thing to do. 

Sometimes WWE's efforts to sep- 
arate storyline from reality are coun- 
terproductive. | think we're seeing 
sanitization and political correctness 
to the extreme here, even if the 
intentions are sometimes good, 

Next step: stricter referee 
enforcement of the closed-fist 
punch rule. Or maybe we should 
skip the wrestling part altogether 
and just have Superstars settle 
their differences with promos. 

1 guess my big picture point 
here is that with all this and with 
such a strong focus being on who 
is running the show and lawsuits 
and the like, we're seeing more 
and more evidence of WWE mov- 
ing its product too far away from 
what's exciting about wrestling. 

Let's face it, some warts and 
decidedly un-PC elements go with 
it. | figured that out in seventh 
grade. a 
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Jf ORN IN TORONTO, Ontar- 
аф io, on February 20, 1977 
Studied kinesiology at the 
University of Toronto and nutrition 
at Ryerson University before 
attending Ron Hutchinson's School 
of Wrestling and Rob Etcheverria's 
Squared Circle Pro Wrestling Gym 
for training ... Made pro debut in 
December 2000 wrestling for the 
Apocalypse Wrestling Federation 
as La Felina ... Continued 
wrestling in various Ontario 
promotions until meeting Molly 
Holly, who encouraged Kim to 
send match clips to WWE in 
2001 ... Hired by WWE in 
October 2002 and reported to 


Ohio Valley Wrestling for more 


training ... Stunned the wres- 
tling world by winning the 
Women's title in WWE debut, 
outlasting a battle royal field of 
seven that included defending 
champion Jazz, on the June 
30, 2003, edition of Raw. 

Held the Women's champion- 
ship until Holly defeated her on. 
July 28 ... Formed an alliance. 
with Holly to battle Trish Stra- 
tus and Lita in a long-running 
feud ... Suffered a broken col- 
larbone in November 2003 

Returned to Raw in April 2004 
and resumed partnership with 
Holly ... Was unexpectedly 
released by WWE on Novem- 
ber 3, 2004, and wrestled sporadi- 
cally on independent and intema- 
tional cards following the comple- 
tion of her 90-day non-compete 
clause ... Signed with TNA and 
made her Impact debut in October 
2005 as manager of Jeff Jarrett 
and America's Most Wanted... In- 
ring debut came at Victory Road 
2006, when she wrestled in а six- 
person mixed tag match, alongside 
AMW vs. AJ Styles, Christopher 
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Daniels, and Sirelda ... Kim's team 
lost, but she got revenge by defeat- 
ing Sirelda in a singles match at 
Hard Justice a month later ... 
Feuded with AMW member James 
Storm after the tag team dissolved, 
which led to a grudge with Storm's 
new manager, Jacqueline ... Feud 
with Jacqueline ended after Gail 
defeated her in a cage at Lock- 
down 2007, and in a streetfight on 


Gail Kim tries to take out former tag partner and 
Knockouts champion Madison Rayne at Victory Road. 
These women were temporarily estranged after drop- 
ping the Knockouts tag team ttle, but seem to be on 
friendly terms once again. 


the May 3 episode of Impact ... 
Outlasted nine other women in a 
gauntlet match at Bound for Glory 
2007 to become TNA's first Knock- 
outs champion ... Retained title 
against ODB, Roxxi Laveaux, and 
Angelina Love before entering a 
series of matches with Awesome 
Kong ... Twice defeated Kong by 
DO, but was beaten for the title by 
Kong on January 10, 2008 ... TNA 
named Kim the 2007 Knockout of 


the Year, which qualified her for the 
three-way Knockouts title bout at 
Destination X vs. Kong and ООВ... 
Kong won ... Feud with Kong per- 
sisted, as did an on-again, off- 
again rivalry with Angelina Love 
and The Beautiful People ... Kim's 
TNA contract expired in mid-August 
2008, and she chose not to re-sign 
... Resurfaced in WWE on the 
March 27 episode of Smackdown, 
attacking Michelle McCool and 
Maryse ... Outdueled by 
Maryse in a tournament final 
for the vacant Divas champion- 
ship in June 2010 ... Began 
romance with Daniel Bryan 
that led to a feud with The 
Bella Twins, who were also 
vying for Bryan's attention 

Entered a number-one con- 
tender Divas battle royal on 
the August 1 episode ol Haw, 
but eliminated herself a minute 
into the match, and later 
announced that she was leav- 
ing WWE forever ... Showed 
up in TNA in October and was 
named number-one contender 
to Velvet Sky's Knockouts 
championship ... Before she 
could get her title shot, though, 
Kim and Madison Rayne beat 
Brooke Tessmacher and Tara 
to win the Knockouts tag team 
title ... Defeated Sky at Turn- 
ing Point to win her second 
Knockouts crown ... Successfully 
defended the title against Sky, 
Mickie James, Tara, Tessmacher, 
and Rayne ... Married celebrity 
chef Robert Irvine on May 10, 2012 
.. Became TNA's longest-reigning 
Knockouts champion on May 20, 
surpassing Rayne's previous 
record of 188 consecutive days 

Kim’s reign ended at 210 days 
when Tessmacher defeated her for 
the title at Slammiversary 2012. 
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BRIDGEWATER, MA: ltsure down as Scotty Goldman a few 
wasn't drawing quite the buzz (or years back). This one was con- 
even five percent of the buzz) that tested as a Boston streetfight, 
the famed best-of-seven series which | wasn't expecting going in 
etween Nikita Коіой and Mag- and thus was a bit disappointe 
Мап Brock has logged More between Nikita Koloft and M: d th bit disappointed 


miles covering wrestling num T.A. over the U.S. title in because it meant this bout would 
than any other journalist. 1986 did (note to you young fans be light on actual wrestling. (Even 
Every month Matt will travel Ou! there: that belt actually was so, Cabana got to show off a 
to the sport's hotheds, worth a little something when it fell damn fine moonsault in which his 


under the auspices of the old foot actually hit the ceiling of this. 
reporting everythii NWA), but a chance to take in a undersized little building. Ended 
sees without fear or favor piece of this best-of-seven "Seven up finishing Pearce with a submis- 
ИЛЫ 7 Levels Of Hate” series for the sion finisher that has one of the 
ММА title between Colt Cabana best names in the game today— 
and Adam Pearce was enough to the Billy Goat's Curse. {Cabana 
get me off my duff and heading in will tell you over and over he's 
the direction of Beantown for an perfectly at peace being back in 
early-summer evening. {Both the indies, but to me, that's a 
these guys have had plenty of bunch of bunk. It's the right thing 
success in Ring of Honor and а to say as long as you are still in 
bunch of indies over the past the indies. Kid's only in his early- 
decade, of course, though I'm 30s and has too much talent to be 
‘sure their names still aren't all that plying his trade in front of 200 or 
familiar to a lot of fans out there so diehards every night. As much 
(even though Cabana did have as | wish I could say otherwise, 
half a cup of coffee with Smack- the NWA ain't what it used to be 
by a longshot. Might be time for 
СМ Punk to cash in a favor for his 
friend. It'd be a favor to a lot of us, 
actually. 


INIONDA У: Still not sure 
what to make of Dolph Ziggler. 
Young guy with a decent look and 
tons of natural athletic talent, but 
always seems to come up short in 
the big matches. Plenty of time for 
that to change, of course, but after 
a while, fans start to perceive you 
аз not worth their emotional invest- 
ment if those struggles continue. 
Чїт even more perplexed by Jack 
Swagger, but maybe things will 
improve for him now that he and 
Ziggler officially cut ties on their 
partnership here on Raw, with Zig- 
gler scoring a fairly easy win. No. 
question Swagger lacks Ziggler's 


charisma, and no doubt (and по 
WILL SWAGGER BENEFIT FROM HIS SPLIT WITH ZIGGLER? offense to Swagger) he'd lock рег- 


Rights Rese 


12 wwe ne 
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Frato by Lee болтн wos 


nice exploder suplex and brain- 
buster en route to victory. finci- 
dentally, this show also featured 
one of those odd indy matchups 
of two very different stars of two 
different eras in Marty Jannetty 
vs. SCW champ Stevie Richards. 
For those who appreciate Rich- 


some decent years left in him, 
while Jannetty ... well, doesn't. 

HOUSTON, ТЖ: т more and 
more impressed by Bobby 
Roode's reign as TNA World 
champ every time І see him. Not 
just the wins he has racked up, 


ROODE HAS CONTIUNUED TO IMPRESS 


fectly at home running a hog farm 
somewhere in the Midwest, Yet | 
have no problem reminding any- 
опе that І had the guy pegged for 
‘some pretty big things when I first 
saw him in FCW. But allow me to 
use a baseball analogy (Saks and 
Krewda just love those) and tell 
you he looks to me like a struggling 
young slugger who's getting advice 
from so many coaches and experts 
оп his swing that he doesn't know 
which way to turn or what to 
change and just ends up more 
confused and more inept than 
ever. І don't know if Swagger is 
getting too much advice these 
days, but it just seems like folks in 
WWE are trying too hard to force a 
personality on him instead of let- 
ting his natural athletic ability shine 
through and allowing things to 
evolve and progress from there. 
(Swagger may be a bit of a hay- 
seed, but | guarantee you there 
aren't too many better on the mat 
in WWE. He reminds me a little of 
Matt Morgan, who once looked like 
a can't-miss prospect in WWE. If it 
could happen, a clean start in TNA 
might work for Swagger the way it 
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worked for Morgan, who, oddly 
enough, may just return to WWE 
soon. 


QUEENS, МҮ:Аз а man who is 
willing to put money on just about 
anything competitive, | probably 
wouldn't bet on Perry Saturn win- 
ning the PWI Achievement Award 
Tor Comeback of the Year in 2012. 
Usually takes a comeback of a 
much higher profile than his has 
been thus far. {Тһе man went 
through a lot in his many years out 
of the spotlight (and remember his 
‘comeback гот a horrific knee inju- 
ry 15 years ago), and І was never 
his biggest fan, even going back to 
his days as part of The Eliminators 
in ECW. But Ive seen him a couple 
of times live this year and the guy 
looks pretty damn good. Given 

is age and injury history, І don't 
see a return to WWE in his future, 
mind you, but that doesn't mean І 
didn't like what І saw in his match 
with fellow (albeit far less accom- 
plished) ECW alumnus Danny Dor- 
ing on this Showcase Champion- 
ship Wrestling event. Satum is still 
as intense as ever and delivered а 


but the fact that his effort and 
matches as champion have been 
consistently very strong since he 
grabbed the top spot. Here, he 
outfoxed Jeff Hardy yet again, 
using a low blow to set up a fish- 
еттап' suplex for а house-show 
win. Can see where fans are real- 
ly buying into him as champion as 
well, even if they still don't like him 
much. Also of interest here was 
that for all the bluster about Crim- 
son's undefeated streak, once that 
disappeared, his fortunes really 
have taken a dip. Suffered one in 
what was a series of losses 10 
Matt Morgan here. What wasn't 
of interest to me or to a lot of peo- 
ple in the house was another for- 
gettable victory by Garett Bischoff 
So much for the hope that his 15 
minutes were up. He needed less 
than half that to beat Gunner by 
pinfall. Young Garett got a bit of 
the John Cena treatment in that 
the younger set and the scream- 
ing females tried to stick up for 
him, while everyone else was 
indifferent at best. {Just please try 
to assure me that with Brooke 
Hogan in the TNA fold now, there 
isn't a second-generation Hogan 
vs. Bischoff feud in the works. O 
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A NEW DIMENSION 
FOR A 3-D LEGEND і 


The TNA TV Title Holds Special Significance For Devon 


There ore those who justifiably minimize the significance of a TV title, For 
Devon, however, the TNA TV belt holds special personal meaning. He also 
happens to think that the significance of his title will increase with time 


By Stu Saks 
Photos by Lee South/TNA Wrestling 


ED > T. . 


ITH HIS RESUME of “championships and accomplishments" 
running nearly 1,500 characters on Wikipedia, there is nothing 


shy of a world title belt that Devon needs to justify his place hs 
in this sport's annals. As we close in on two year's since his split 
with the man with whom he shares most of his greatest successes, 
Bully Ray, there is a sense of contentment that the 40-year-old never \ 
thought he would experience. 


“I never really thought about wrestling past my 40th birthday," Devon 
said, “but I'm loving this all too much to even think about hanging it up." 
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Devon leaves his teet to deliver a forearm shiver to the 
Rob Terry. Week by week, the quality of challengers to the 
ТМА TV title is increasing, which sults Devon just fine. 


Devon lifted his TV title belt to within two inches 
of his mouth and let out a huff of air. The large buck- 
le fogged up slightly and Devon rubbed it with a soft 
cloth he had stuffed in the back pocked of his jeans. 

Considering Devon has held a portion of world 
tag team titles 21 times, his relationship with the 
TV title belt is a little surprising. If a world title is 
the accepted industry standard of accomplishment, 
holding a TV title is no more significant in wrestling 
than leading the league in advancing runners on 
groundball outs would be in baseball. They're both 
nice, but they're not very strong bargaining chips 
when it comes time to talk contract 

After being a headiner in ECW, WCW, WWE, and 
TNA for much of his 20-year career, however, Devon 
has a different perspective on the sport than most. 
He has a few things remaining on his professional 
want list, but there are no needs, including a world 
title reign. “I started my career as a single, with the 
same aspirations as anybody else,” he said. “But 
once | became part of a steady tag team, | was hav- 
ing too much fun to stop. І can rehash what went 
down between me and Ray in our final days togeth- 
er, but what's the point? Life's too short to dwell on 
the negative. | have a lot of great, great memories 
with him as my partner. Let's just leave it at that.” 

After Team 3-D dissolved, Devon had to start at 
the bottom of the singles division and work his way 
back up on his own. “That never bothered me,” he 
said. “What did bother me was that people would 
not just let the Team 3-D thing pass. Rather than 
give me respect as a solo, they kept waiting for Ray 
to come to his senses—or maybe me—and re-form 
the team.” 

Devon could rationalize that as the reason he 
wasn't invited to compete in the Bound For Glory 
series in 2011, though that would not explain the 
inclusion of Bully Ray, who would come in second to 
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Devon slams former TV champ Robbie E to the mat (abo 
but makes the mistake of turning his back on Robbie T 
(below). Sometimes it seems to slip Devon's mind that he 
doesn’t have a partner to watch his back. 
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Bobby Roode. Devon was also not 
invited to participate in the 2012 
series, but there's a reasonable 
explanation for his exclusion. 

“Hey,” he said, “my time is spo- 
ken for.” 

Devon pawed at the lettering on 
the TV belt for а few seconds be- 
Tore picking up his thought. "I have 
to admit, when І first beat Robbie 
E for the title, | didn't think it was а 
huge deal. After all, the best guys. 
were naturally gunning for the 
World title, so, | thought, who'd be 
terested in this? But the ‘Hulk- 
ster’ changed everything, man.” 

Devon was a month into his 
reign when TNA General Manager 
Hogan made the announcing that, 
henceforth, the TNA TV title would 


‘Charge wildly at Devon and expect to pay а price. Gunner loses his cool against 
the veteran TV champ and will soon find himself laid out on his back. 


be defended each week on Impact. 
Some men in Devon's position 
might shudder at such a challenge, 
but Devon welcomed it with open 
arms. To him, it meant that he'd be 
guaranteed TV time for as long as 
ме was champion, plus, by neces- 
sity, he'd be fed fresh challengers 
most weeks. 

“But not just that,” added Devon. 
“The fact that Hulk Hogan thought 
enough of this title to make such a 
ruling gives this belt an extra layer 
of credibility.” 

It all measures up to just what 
Devon was looking for at this point in 
his illustrious career. He knows there 


are certain aspects of the sport over irs not out the realm of possibility that Bully and Devon will reconcile at some 
which he has no control, like being point in the future. Devon is just grateful that his solo career is no longer stalled 
granted World title shots or even be- БУ the expectation that they will re-form their great tag team. 


ing put in a position to earn one by 
being included in the Bound For Glory series. What 
the TV title—and Hogan's proclamation—have given 
him is the ability to control his own destiny. 

"If people want to degrade my title, that's up to 
them," he said. “All | can do is go out there week in 
and week out and defend it against the best they 
throw my way. Sooner or later, this so-called sec- 
‘ondary title is going to become very important.” 

At the time of Hogan's announcement, some ob- 
servers speculated that the GM was intent on stack- 
ing the odds against Devon, or at least trying to en- 
sure that there were frequent title changes on Im- 
pact, by forcing the champion to make such frequent 
defenses. Devon feels the schedule actually helps 
him. "Athletes like to get into a routine,” he said. “A 
starting pitcher, for instance, plays every fifth day, 
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but in between starts he knows exactly when he's 
going to light toss on the sidelines and have serious 
bullpen sessions. If he deviates from that pattern, it 
does something to his psyche. 

"With me, having a regular title schedule sets 
up my routine for the entire week. 1 know exactly 
what do to with myself every day to prepare for that 
match. My opponent can only guess. | think the ad- 
vantage is mine." 

Robbies E&T, Garett Bischoff, Hernandez, Jeff 
Hardy, and Bully Ray have tried to take Devon's TV. 
title and come up empty. Asked which of those de- 
fenses was the most satisfying, Devon at first said 
“all.” When pressed, he flung the title belt over his 
left shoulder, rose to his feet, and said, "Guess." 

He is, indeed, a happy man. n 
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N RYAN ARE 
IR WAY IN A 
HAT IS HOS- 
0 DON’T 


WIT 2 
W A LITTLE PATIENCE 


By Stu Saks 


S THE SP wrestling evolves, 
о do its it was unfathom- 

able fo сіг support be- 

hind those who this magazii lebreak- 

ers” In the 19805 and into 

than-life humans like Hi 

Тех Luger. Slowly, though, fans came 

bigger isn't necessarily better and that they would prefer 

a quality athlete to a muscled f cartoon character. 

Men like CM Punk, Davey Richards Daniel Bryan, 
and Austin Aries wouldn't have stood а chance of be- 
ing stars in the '805 and 905 Today, the pendulum has 
типо in the opposite direction 

too far 
pre-judge big men, assuming Inet 
only because of their physi- 
y are being unfair. Alarge 
able a man to Knock 
jerage-sized wres- 
еп a chance to 

show that the! 

We may not think much e athletic 
standpoint, but how many fans аго fact thal 
fis working his tail off in Ohio Ма 
N become a batter all-round теве” 

Ryback and proclaim them Poot man's 

v back to Batista's early days in tne 

business. Didn't m. the same impression 
of him then that we back now? 

As fondly as we rem е never was à 
masterful wrestler. What s his in- 
tensity and willing al 
project a demeanor 
They are, that the only reason MAYER in 
is for the opportunity to capitalize оп their physical attri- 

‚pression that he cared 
о shelled out their 
came to see Ba- 


Ryback takes Jacob Kaye off his feet with a well-placed. 
Хо the midsection (above). Ryan may have lost to Doi 
Ziggler (below), but at least he's wrestling opponents we've 
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Ryan was recruited to the new Nexus by CM Punk (In 
Aaron Rello and Jay Hatton would both have pinfall defeats on background) to punish men like Rey Mysterio Jr. Though 
record after being pummeled by Ryback at Extreme Rules. there may indeed be a little Batista in Ryan, he'll have to 
Wrestling fans are impatiently awaiting an end to this stream of overcome a prejudice against power merchants to gain a 
handicap matches and a step upin competition for Ryback. similarly loyal following. 


ll HER 
Jack Swagger is a good example of a big man who also pos- 
Sesses grappling skills. But he has an amateur wrestling 
Background to draw from. Ryan, about to slam the Okie, 
this? The fans want and expect more out of today's big men could acquire those skiis. but the fans and promoters havê 
than just raw strength. tobe patent with im. 


Prato by George Napettana 
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One year ago, TNA's X di 
might be entering a golden era. Today, it's 


jon looked like it 


barely breathing. Who's to blame and can it 


rise from the ashes? 
By Frank Krewda 


Photos By Lee South/TNA Wrestling 
OT ALL FANS are sold on cruiserweight 
N: +: saree 
that, on the whole, the TNA product is bet- 
ter for having a division that provides an alternative 
to pure heavyweight action. Unfortunately, though, 
they'd probably also agree that TNA has, misman- 
aged its X division from time to time over the years, 
As TNA headed into Destination X 2011, the com- 
рапу boasted an X division roster of 21 wrestlers, 
and management appeared to be completely behind 


the idea of prominently featuring its cruiserweights 
on Impact Wrestling and TNA pay-per-views. In fact, 
in the weeks prior to Destination X 2011, TNA even 
held a 12-man X division tournament with the win- 
ner, Austin Aries, securing a TNA contract at the 
monthly show. 

When the company headed into Destination X 
2012, though, the list of X division wrestlers still ran 
from A to Z (Austin Aries to Zema lon), but the list 
was 10 names shorter, and TNA management didn't 
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appear nearly as enthusiastic about its cruisers as 
it nad in 2011. 

In the span of just 12 months, all the momentum 
the X division gained in 2011 was gone. The ros- 
ter was paper thin, and X division matches, except 
Destination X's Ultimate X match, were relegated to 
opening and mid-card bouts, prompting observers 
to wonder what happened to the X division push we 
were all expecting. 

As with any dramatic reversal of fortune, the 


causes of the X division's slide are myriad and 
complex, but, certainly, injuries contributed heavily 


This time last year, for example, Jesse Sorensen 
was battling Austin Aries and Kid Kash hard for the 
X division title. But in February 2012, Jesse suffered 
a fracture to his C-1 vertebra after taking a high- 
flying move from lon. Doctors said Sorensen, who 
was temporarily paralyzed by the injury, may very 
well need a full year to recover. 


Amazing Red, Shannon Moore, and Alex Shelley may 
inspired renewed interest in the X division, but of the t 
‘only Moore remains in TNA as of press time— and he hi 
been featured on Impact Wrestling In quite some time. 


Kash would miss several months with a broken with most of the talented newcomers, several estab- 


nose before taking an unexplained hiatus that la: 


gone down with injuries. But injuries do not take 
TNA's decision-makers off the hook for failing to 
keep the X division relevant after taking some posi- 
tive steps to promote it. 

For example, Eric Bischoff, who is said to have 
little interest or faith in the X division, instituted an 
official weight limit of 225 pounds in August 2011, 
ostensibly to prevent super heavyweights like for- 
mer X champs Abyss and Samoa Joe from not only 
trouncing smaller men for the title, but also to up- 
hold the spirit of the division. Part of the X division 
push involved TNA touting its slogan "It's not about 
weight limits, it's about no limits." But with Abyss 
and Joe competing against wrestlers half their size 
or smaller, even Bischoff knew there was no way 
the company could showcase bouts that pitted such 
grossly mismatched combatants 

"Setting a weight limit for the X division was ап 
obvious call," said Bischoff. “We didn't want there to 
be a million rules governing the division, but some 
things just made sense, and capping the size of the 
wrestlers was one of them. How could our cruisers 
get to show off their skill if Abyss was just swatting 
them down like flies?” 

Bischoff's mandate was indeed a strong first 
step in making the X division relevant again, and it 
coincided with а flurry of exciting potential acquisi- 
tions. Men like Aries, lon, Low-Ki, Jack Evans, Da- 
kota Darsow, Mark Haskins, and Tony Nese were 
have all courted and used by TNA for varying lengths of 
three, time. But soon, the very wrestlers we expected to 
*9"' see at the vanguard of an X division renaissance 
began disappearing from TNA TV one by one. Along 


sted lished cruisers like Brian Kendrick, Jay Lethal, and 


many additional weeks. He returned at Slammiver- Amazing Red left TNA. Shannon Moore took an ex- 


sary in June 2012, but lost to 


а heavyweight, Hernandez, in- 
dicating that his status as an 
X division wrestler may be up 
in the air. 

Chris Sabin, who'd wrestled 
several X division bouts while 
his former partner and fellow X 
division stalwart, Alex Shelley, 
was out nursing his own inju- 
ries, blew out his right knee in 
April 2011. He rehabbed the | 
injury, returned to TNA in May 
2012, and promptly blew out 
his left knee in a title match 
with Aries. Sabin may not see 
action again this year. 

Given the high-risk nature 
of the X division style, no- In а PWI Match 


body should be surprised that yack Evans an det 


Year candidate at 2011's Destination X, Low-Ki, Zema lon, and 
‘dropkicks to eventual winner Austin Aries, who would walk away 
th а TNA contract. Even if TNA wanted to reprise the 12-man cruiser- 


so many cruiserweights have weight toumey in 2012, they have too few hands in the X division to do it 
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tended leave of absence from TNA 
and Nese requested and received 
his release. 

On June 21, Aries, the longest 
reigning champion in any TNA 
vision, announced his decision to 
turn over his X division title in ex- 
change for a shot at Bobby Roode's 
TNA World heavyweight champion- 
ship at the Destination X pay-per- 
view. Before doing so, however, he 
struck a deal with TNA GM Hulk 
Hogan that this would set a prec- 
edent for future X division champi 
опа: Each year, the reigning X divi- 
sion champion would be given an 
opportunity 10 trade in his beit for 
the opportunity to wrestle the World 
champion at Destination Х. 


While this potentially could add eventually be signed to add дер! ruggling X division. 


to the division's prestige, it's actu- 
ally a huge gamble for both Aries 
and the company. Some people 
applauded TNA for letting Aries 
chase his dream, but few seemed 
to understand that he may have 
traded away the future of the X di- 
vision in that Faustian bargain. 

It Roode makes quick work of 
Aries when they meet, fans will 
continue saying what they've al- 
ways said—that X division wres- 
tlers have no business wrestling 
heavyweights. Should Aries de- 
feat Roode for the World title, it will 
look like he was merely using the 
X title as a steppingstone to the 
World championship, which cre- 
ates the perception that the com- 
pany's longest-reigning X division 
champion was more concerned 
with winning a title other than the 
one he was obligated to defend 
In any case, the outcome reflects 
poorly on the X division. 

Now that Aries is competing 
among the heavyweights, TNA 
desperately needs to add depth 
to the X division roster before its 
fans lose interest altogether. The 
addition of Gut Check Challenge 
winners Alex Silva and Joey Ryan, 
both of whom meet the X division 
weight limit, might help, but the X 
division will need more than just 
two new faces if it hopes to return 
to prominence. o 
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= during a recent episode of Impact. Ryan was initially denied a 
but it is commonly believed that he will 


Hogan and Aries hash out the fate ofthe-X 
division titie, eventually reaching the conclu- 
sion that Aries would relinquish the belt for a 
Shot at Bobby Roode's World title. There 
Could be a positive long-term impact from that 
decision, but it could also be disastrous given 
the current depth of the division. 


These Ja Devon! 
Daniel Bry: R 
Jack Swagger, and Teddy Long 
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The Femme Fatale. it was all about.Eve back in 
February, When she admitted to The Bella Twins that 
she didn't really like Zack Ryder (to whom she had 
been romantically linked 'in recent weeks), but was 
willing to use him to. gain publicity for herself- She 
even planned to snare WWE's biggest star, John 
Cena, into her web of intrigue to boost her career 
further. Despite all the warning signs; Ryder. was) 
stilltempted byEve's forbidden fruit and allowed 
her to be in his corner during агат Teddy vs. 
"Team Johnny match at WrestleMania 28, She tumed 
ош to be the decisive factor, distracting Ryder and 
helping Raw General Manager John Laurinaitis gain 
control of the Smackdown brand. 

Poor Zack. Unfortunately for him, Evelwas the 
definition of a malevolent femme fatale, denying 
Zack her affection while driving him.to'the point of 
obsession and exhaustion, so much so that he was 
incapable of making rational decisions. 

Laurinaitis rewarded Eve for her treachery, ap= 
pointing her the executive administrator of Raw and 
Smackdown. She went on a spiteful power trip, firing 
The Bella Twins and inflaming the Big Show-Cena- 
Laurinaitis controversy. And when WWE Chairman 
and CEO Vince McMahon fired Laurinaitis, did she 
stand up for Big Johnny? No. Even now, she's plot- 
ting to regain the influence she enjoyed during the 
"People Power" regime. 

The Crazy Chick. Only a few months ago, AJ 
seemed all-too-easy to understand. She appeared 
to be a throwback to Miss Elizabeth biting her nails at 
ringside, doing Randy Savage's bidding despite his 
abusive behavior, AJ was a far cry from the indepen- 
dent, strong-willed Divas that WWE tries to promote 
in the year 2012. The more Daniel Bryan humiliated 
‘Ad, the more she begged for his affection. 

Now it seems that AJ might have been the master 
manipulator all along. Maybe her il-timed kiss at Wres- 
tleMania 28, causing Bryan to lose the World heavy- 
weight title to Sheamus in 18 seconds, was a kiss of 
death—a sweet revenge to deprive Bryan of what he 
coveted most. Then AJ aligned herself with CM Punk 
in the weeks leading up to his three-way WWE title 
defense against Bryan and Kane at No Way Out. 

Yet AJ gave mixed signals. While AJ supported 
Punk, she also conveyed feelings for Bryan—so 
Punk couldn't be certain of AJ's loyalty. And, most 
bizarrely, she began flirting with Kane. She applied a 
liplock on the “Big Red Monster" on the June 11 edi- 
tion of Raw, and, the following week, she pranced 
around the ring wearing a Kane mask. 

Kane had spent a decade-and-a-half psych- 
ing out his foes ... and he was psyched out by a 
supposedly innocent girl! AJ is no doubt aware of 
Kane's ill-fated romances, which have included re- 
lationships with Katie Vick, Chyna, Tori (of X-Pac/ 
Tori Christmas Story fame), and Lita. 
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Think this chick isscrazy? 
Sheis crazy enough to be the 
talk of WWE. Well played; АЛ: 
The Predatory Cougar. Older 
and Jess aerobically fit than her 
Diva contemporaries, Vi 
nonetheless makes the most of 
the charms she does possess: 
How does she do that? By prey- 
ing on younger, insecure males |. 
with dreams of main-event star- 
dom: She and Dolph Ziggler 
recently celebrated the second | 
anniversary of their relation- 
ship, soon after Zigler defeated 
‘stablemate Jack Swagger to be- 
come Vickie's sole client. 
Nothing better illustrates Vick- 
ie's approach than the question 
she posed to Ziggler and Swag- — 
ger before they faced each other < 
on the June 18 edition of Haw: 
"Which one of you two truly de- 
serves my admiration, my respect, and my affection?" 
Vickie held out herselí not the WWE champion- 
ship or the World heavyweight tile —as the prize. For 
nearly a year, she had played Ziggler and Swagger 
against each other. This wouldn't have worked with 
WWE veterans, but two upstarts such as Ziggler. 
and Swagger—both of whom have shown glimpses 
of greatness but no main-event staying power—are 
particularly susceptible to someone like Vickie, who 
compliments the remnants of her physical beauty with 
atleast the appearance of confidence and wisdom. 
Ziggler appeared to have "won" after defeating 
‘Swagger on Raw, but isn't it more accurate to say 
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that Swagger is the winner now that he is free of the 
cougar's clutches? 

Is Any Man Safe? There are two types of Divas 
currently employed by WWE. Some have taken the 
more traditional route, faithfully plying their in-ring craft 
оп Raw and Smackdown. Sadly, these Divas are likely 
to be relegated to Lumberjill matches and swimsuit 
competitions. But the truly clever Divas understand 
they must integrate themselves into male-dominated 
storylines. It's no longer good enough to be in support- 
ing roles, as Miss Elizabeth and Sensational Sherri 
were in the classic WWF. The key to stardom is to 
become the dominant factor, a woman who can make 

а man's fortunes rise and fall at her 
whim. The greats of the past two de- 
cades—Sunny, Sable, Chyna, and 
Trish Stratus—did exactly that. 

‘And there is no shortage of these 
vixens. Aksana employed the “From 
Russia With Love” strategy, first in- 
gratiating herself to then-Smackdown 
GM Teddy Long, and, when he lost 
control of Smackdown to John Lau- 
rinaitis at WrestleMania, she quickly 
joined rising star Antonio Cesaro. Ex- 

| pect mainstays such as Layla, Alicia 
Fox, Natalya, and Tamina to work up 
‚some trouble for their male counter- 
parts. Up-and-comers such as Kait- 
lyn, Raquel Diaz, and Sofia Cortez 
will likely follow the same model. 

No man is safe. To quote good 
ог J.R., some of these ladies truly 
are "Jezebels." п 
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On its face, Randy Orton’s 60- 
day suspension for violating 
WWE's Wellness Policy a second 
time was ап unfortunate occur- 
rence that came at a bad time 
tor the Smackdown brand. But 
there may be some intangible 
effects of the suspension that 
could prove to be a blessing to 
both "The Viper" and WWE 
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By Frank Krewda 


F CIRCULATING RUMORS are true, WWE 

Chairman Vince McMahon was very angry with 
Randy Orton following his second violation of the 
WWE Wellness Policy. That's completely under- 
standable, considering that Orton is depended on 
to bring revenue to the company far in excess of his. 
seven-figure salary. But if McMahon can step back 
from being upset over the immediate ramifications 
of Orton's huge misstep, he may see that there аге 
some intangible benefits to be reaped from the situ- 
ation that may prove to be more valuable than two 
months of Orton's service. 


29 


By the very nature of the wrestling business, 
WWE is under constant fire from critics, ranging 
from New York Post columnist Phil Mushnick to 
Linda McMahon's Republican senatorial opponent 
Chris Shays. Their argument against pro wrestling — 
and WWE in particular—is hinged on the horrific 
number of pro wrestlers who have died well before 
being eligible for Social Security. 


зо 


When WWE instituted its Talent Wellness Pro- 
gram іп 2006, the plan was met with skepticism. 
The general consensus from critics was that it was. 
a cheap public relations ploy used to give the ap- 
pearance that the company was concerned with the 
welfare of its talent, while at the same time turning а 
blind eye to the drug and alcohol use the policy was 
supposedly designed to prevent. 
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It is a message we at In- 
sioe WRESTLING hear loud and 
clear, and whether or not crit- 
ics care to acknowledge the 
advances in the program, the 
fact is WWE is extremely se- 
rious about its enforcement 
and is continually ramping up 
its efforts to protect its most 
valuable commodities —the 
wrestlers themselves from 
the temptation of harmful sub- 
stances and behavior. For ex- 
ample, with the goal of elimi- 
nating cheating, WWE now re- 
quires its wrestlers to provide 
urine samples in full view of 
technicians. The company has 
also reduced the time between 
when it informs wrestlers 
they'll be tested and when the 
testing actually occurs. 

While these advancements 
fly under the public radar, a 
60-day suspension of a major 
star does not. Orton's sus- 
pension is troublesome for 
Sure, but it does offer WWE a 
unique opportunity to demon- 
strate its commitment to look- 
ing after its wrestlers’ well be- 
ing. Suspending Orton raises 
the bar even higher because 
it demonstrates that no wres- 
tler is above punishment for 
running afoul of the Wellness 
Policy. 

With the build to Sum- 
merSlam 2012 about to kick 
off, and with the Smackdown 
roster at its thinnest state in 
months, WWE nevertheless 
accepted, head-on, the com- 
plications suspending Orton 
would entail. Certainly, story- 


Like Orton; Rey Mysterio diso'carries two Wellness Policy violations around his neck. 
WWE critics apenly-Wehder what will һарреп И either man commits а third violation. — 


Is that fair, though? Does the Wellness Program 
actually have teeth? 

Putting a wrestler of Orton's stature on ice for two 
months at a time when Chris Jericho, Mark Henry, 
Wade Barrett, and Alberto Del Rio were gone from 
the Smackdown lineup for various reasons sends a 


“= strong message that WWE will not let star power— 
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or anything else—stand in the way of enforcing its 
Weliness Policy. 


lines and cards will have to be 
adjusted, and one of its most 
bankable stars will miss sev- 
eral shows. Merchandise sales and live attendance 
are bound to suffer to some degree, which affects 
WWE's bottom line. 

However, the biggest difficulty for WWE may turn 
‘out to be figuring out how to best use Orton after 
his suspension expires. With two strikes against 
him, and a history of serious injuries, WWE must 
guard against the possibility of a third violation. Fol- 
lowing a third violation, a WWE wrestler is subject 


m BE 


cir 


to termination and may not return 
to WWE before sitting out a mini- 
тит of one year. The опи, of 
course, is on Orton to stay clean 
for the remainder of his WWE ca- 
reer, but WWE shares some re- 
..| sponsibility in helping him steer 
”_ wh | clear of a Strike-Three scenario. 
Obviously, that will be for WWE 
to figure out going forward, but 
some observers are still reluctant 
to commend the company at all 
| for suspending Orton. The nay- 
| sayers feel that only when WWE 
implements its Strike-Three pun- 
We ishment, in particular on a star of 
|| Orton's caliber, will the Wellness 
Program prove to be anything 
more than the company grand- 
standing for good publicity. There 
are currently five wrestlers on the 
WWE roster (Dolph Ziggler, Sin 
Cara, Darren Young, Heath Slater, 
and R-Truth) who have one viola- 
tion on their record and four (Or- 
ton, Mysterio, William Regal, and 
Evan Bourne) who have two. We 
certainly don't want the company 
to have to prove its seriousness. 


by having to fire any wrestler, but 
WWE WE LL N ESS ee 
people get their lives back on 


NOT JUST FOR CURRENT STARS — — —.— 
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has yet to return to a prominent role of Raw or 
m«since violating the Wellness Policy a second 
time. The former King о! the Ring and Raw СМ ia living proot - 


catre HE ine A Pg scares 


Evan Bourne suddenly found himself without a WWE tag team 
Ile belt aer twice testing positive tr Spice, a synthetic form. 
Unlike Orton, who $ a proven WWE commodity. 

e damage to his young 


= track by conquering their addictions, the motivations 
don't matter as long as the outcome is positive. 
Admittedly, we are not privy to internal WWE dis- 
cussions when the company must make decisions | i 
- оп suspensions, terminations, or any other Wellness 
— Policy matters, but we still recognize an opportunity -| 
when we see one. Therefore, we urge WWE to not 
look upon Orton's latest suspension as another step. 
toward his termination, but rather as a rare oppor- 
tunity to put its best foot forward in touting its Well- 
ness Program. The benefits of seizing this oppor- x = 
tunity could pay dividends long after Randy Orton "Wellness Program маса 1 hey er а. 
٣ wrestles his final match, O —meir previous infractions will remain on their record. 
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RING 
DISHON OR! b 
KEVIN STEEN'S SICK Es 
PLAN TO Eo 
ROH .. OREVER 
After Kyle 0'Relll аи $ 
behavior,at [Best in 
12012; it 


Kevin Steen. Now 
it appears he’ 5 
looking to ensure 
the company à 
tumultuous future 
hy turning its 
younger wrestlers 
against it 


за 
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By Al Castle 


By Scott Finkelstein 


HEN DAVEY RICHARDS 
stepped into the ring in New 
York City's Manhattan 


to challenge for the ROH title at the 
In the World pay-per-view, he kne 
pion Kevin Steen had brought backup 
him in the form of his sadistic 

bs and Steve Corino. 


en may have recrul 
man that would prove most valuable in 
defeating him—Kyle O'Reilly. 

Although neither Steen nor O'Reilly 
would confirm an alliance, all evidence 
points to the Machiavellian titleholder 
getting inside the head of Richards’ pro: 

If true, it would mark another coup 
joing war to destroy Ring of 
Honor from the top down. 
like to think that Kyle is smarter 
than to take advice from that bloated idiot 
but nothing would surprise me anymore, 
Richards said the day after los- 
е wild anything 
know is that the Kyle O'Reilly I" 
ely is not the same kid | took un- 
ars ago. He's become a 
disrespectful punk —just li 

Unquestionably, О'яе; 
gone quite the metamorphosis sin. 
hired by ROH in 2009 under the г 
mendation of Richards, who had helped 
train him. Upon his arrival, O'Reilly quickly 
formed a tag team with fellow ROH pro 
pect Adam Cole. Future Shock, as th 
called themselves, quickly earned a repu- 
tation as one of the toughest and scrappi 

is in ROH. 
е dissolution of another popular 
ROH tag team, The American Woh 
would ultimately result in Future Sho 
splitting up as well. Early in 2012, Col 
sides in the ongoing feud 
ееп Richards and Eddi 


illy joined with his mentor, Richar 
m Team Ambition 

In March, Cole and rds teamed 
to beat Richards and O'Reilly in the main 
event of ROH’s 10th Anniversary Show 
in Ni k City. And although it w. 
Richards who was pinned by Cole, no- 
body was more upset than O'Reilly, 
stormed off after the match without con- 
gratulating Cole or Edwards. 
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ез! In the World 2012, Kyle O'Reilly 

cessively brutal to former tag team, 
partner Adam Cole in their hybrid rulos 
match (above). Later In the show, O'Reilly 
unleashed an obscene harangue on hit 
former mentor, Davey Richards (loft) 
prior to his main-event tte match againat 
Kevin Steen. The shift in O'Reilly's atti 
tude hı о, and many 


would be victorious. And when Cole 
reached out to shake O'Reilly's 
hand after the match, he was an- 
‘swered with a slap in the face. 

Later that night, just before 
ichards was about to face Steen, 
O'Reilly appeared at ringside to de- 
liver a curse-filed tirade against his 
former mentor and the ROH fans. 
The vulgar display served to distract 


Coincidentally—or not—O'Reilly's surprising 
show of disrespect would come just as Steen's ma- 
levolent influence in ROH began spreading like wild- 
fire. Not only did Steen defeat Richards to win the 
ROH heavyweight title, but he also convinced Ja- 
cobs and Corino—two men who seemingly despised 
him just months earlier—to join him in mission to 
burn down everything that ROH stands for. 

Then, at Best in the World on June 24, O'Reilly 
took on Cole in a brutal hybrid-rules match in which 
only a knockout, submission, or disqualification could 
decide the winner. Showing a brutality that he never 
exhibited before, O'Reilly punished his former part- 
ner with vicious strikes, even knocking out Cole's 
two front teeth. In the end, though, it was Cole who 
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Richards at the outset of what was 
billed as his final ROH title match 
ever. And, sure enough, Richards went on to lose. 

Unbridled violence? Blatant disrespect for a fel- 
low competitor? Playing mind games with lockerroom 
leader Davey Richards? O'Reilly's transformation 
would appear to have Steen's fingerprints all over it. 
But O'Reilly has chosen to remain mum on the issue. 

"Who I choose as my friends is nobody's business. 
But God knows I could use new ones,” O'Reilly said. 
"I'm tired of following suckers like Adam and Davey. 
What kind of foo! spends 15 minutes beating up an- 
other guy, then wants to shake his hand? I'm done 
with that kind of nonsense." 

Steen, too, refused to tip his hand on whether 
he's been in O'Reilly's ear. 


INSIDE WRESTLING. 


"If you follow my career, you 

know І answer to nobody—and 

that includes know-nothing wres- 

tling magazine reporters,” Steen | 
said when asked whether he 
had a hand in O'Reilly's recent 
antics. “But I'll tell you this much. 
There are a lot of young guys in 
the back who are getting wise 
to what I've been saying about 
this company for the past year. 
They're sick and tired of hypo- 
crites like Davey Richards, Jim 
Cornette, and all those sheep 
sitting in the crowd. They want 


a little honesty, and that's what | 
represent. The hell with Ring of 
Honor," the champ added boldly. 
“This is Ring of Steen.” 

As farfetched аз Steen's mission of destroying 
ROH may seem, those in control of the company аге 
taking him deadly serious. And if Steen can brain- 
wash wrestlers like O'Reilly, who represent the future 
of the company, then Steen may not be too far away 
from achieving his goal. The last thing ROH needs is 
а roster full of Steen acolytes carrying on his tradition 
of disrespect and chaos in the years to come. 

“This company was built over the past 10 years 
on a foundation of respect and honor. And Steen 
continues to chip away at that foundation,” said Jim 
Cornette, the company's executive producer. “He's 
twice defeated Davey Richards—a warrior who per- 
sonifies everything ROH stands for. He's wearing 


The match between Steen and Richards amounted lo а 
brawl, which favored the champion (above), who capitalized 
оп the company's decision to make the package piledriver 
legal for the match (eight), 
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As expected, Steen had Steve Corino and Jimmy Jacobs on hand to watch his back 
at Best in the World 2012. ROH officials feel they can handle these three, but fear that 
Steen is now attempting to turn the younger wrestlers against the company. 


our most valuable championship. And, what's worse, 
he's even got fans cheering for him. If he can con- 
vince talented young wrestlers like Kyle O'Reilly to 
follow him, who knows what's next. Still, there's no 
reason to start to panic." 
Sounds like he already has. 
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By Stu Saks 


ers and editors will sit down and, for the 22nd 
time, compile the “PWI 500." We have no idea 
at this point how things will shape up, but we can 
be fairly certain of one thing: The Miz is not go- 
ing to join the Elite Three—Bret Hart (1993-94), 
Steve Austin (1998-99), and John Cena (2006- 
2007)—as a back-to-back winner. 
To say that The Miz had a miserable year 


Goran AFTER THIS writing, a group of writ- 


would not only be a bad play on words, but a 
major understatement. While he is still extremely 
‘competitive, very few (perhaps himself included) 
still have any expectations of success for the for- 


ONLY SEVEN WRESTLERS IN THE 21-YEAR HISTORY OF THE “PWI 500" HAVE FALLEN OUT OF 
THE TOP 10 AFTER FINISHING NUMBER ONE THE YEAR BEFORE. THE MIZ WILL LIKELY BE ADDED 
TO THAT LIST, BUT AT LEAST HE'S IN GOOD COMPANY 


mer WWE champion when he steps between the 
ropes, Unfortunately for The Miz (and for PWA, 
his descent began around this time last year, 
shortly before the decision was made that, based 
оп his accomplishments during the period of June 
1, 2010, through May 31, 2011, he was deserving 
of "PWI 500” number-one slot. 

His slide from the precipice was expected, but 
few could have predicted that it would be so se- 
vere. It's a fair bet that The Міг fall in the “500° 
will be the steepest ever. 

Let's take a peek at some of his predecessors 
for this dubious honor: 


39 


DEAN MALENKG 


TIN 1997; 35 IN 1998 


merit the top s; 
Meses pot. 1997 was an odd 
e; 
= МЮУ, however, ав no one rester 
at being Ihe 
eure case, PWI bi 
"дота! set of снага and, forthe fre (an 
er tn made the decision that чы чыч 
E ышы 90 to the man who Be 
rais restler. That man was Mi ee 
ЭТА Thousand Holds.” wer 
[s pes а talented mid-carder 
"ай а mediocre follow-up year, the Wight uj 
5 losing the cruiserweight Vice ж 
ris 


Ad STYLES 


1 IN 2010; 24 IN 2011 
Styles was the first and only wrestler contracted * 

10 а company other than WWE or WCW to be se- 

lected to the top spot. 

who, being unfamiliar with his work in TNA, chided 


a once-in-a-lifetime tal 
chance to shine for a sustained period in the latter 
part of 2009 and into 2010. 
Styles began what at the time was the longest 
TNA World ile reign ever—211 days—in Septem- 
Бег 2009 with a victory in a five-way that included 
Kurt Angle, Sting, Matt Morgan, and Hernandez 
‚of impressive defenses, but had 
jam before the release 
jon as number 

ar, he 


Не had a series 
lost the title to Rob Van D: 
of the issue announcing his select 
One. And, as happened to Miz this past ye 
went into a bit of a funk. 

Styles was not helped much by a confused 
psyche that had him miscast as а siyin’ profilin’ 
i Flair wannabe. As a member of the rulebreak- 
ing Fortune, with Flair, Kazarian, Bobby Roode 
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and James Storm. 
considerably for the wors 
in the “PWI 500° was reflective 
longed slump of his TNA career. 


his personal fortunes changed 
e. His follow-up ranking 


of the first pro~ , 
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BATISTA 


4 IN 2005, 23 IN 2006 

Unlike in 1997, when Malenko grabbed the 
top spot by default, an argument could be made 
Tor any one of five men in 2005: Batista, Joha 
ела Satoshi Kojima, Triple-H, and John Brad- 
shaw Layfield. That he was the man chosen, 
especially after а career-best 20 the year be- 
fore, speaks volumes of how far Batista's career 
ich a short period of time. 


at Vengeance 

Rumble to eam his We 1 
injuries stymied Batista's momentum the fo. 

owing year. He (апи! 

title during a Smackdown taf 


(tle buddy, Rey Mysterio Jr, aft 
but a yoar that had started with such hope [ 
poured by physical ailments, which would ted ten enough ts pe rri Ciro 


ТӨЛҮ ТШЕ ЛЕ 


Mania 12 no i 
ETE 
in 2006, Michaels 
t al Rumble and scored huge 1 Second Consec 
bodyguard Diesel (Kann, Рау Раг Mews wins over Roy- 
eva сы Nas) and Davey Boy Grin. 
d plagued most of his y 7. but injuries and at- 


issues 

his career year. Thou 
2 the fans at Ман ed figure, he was Though he ended 
s Which he lost he WWE tie fo Sie V before the match 
a AA Shawn Michaels came in {ê е ts in 


y : 
per Of Years of hard work tor Malenko came i first. At least The Ма ca 
‘solace in the fact look 
that no mat- 


wasn't дой 
going to win anyway С] 
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1 feel WWE is saying, ‘We'll 
just advance our storylines as 
we see fit. We're WWE, the 
fans will accept what we give 
them, even if we contradict 
what we did months адо: It is 


а very arrogant approach in 
my opinion. 


—Brady Hicks 


WWE must do a more credible job of 
executing and resolving storylines 


N JUNE 11, 2007, Vince 
McMahon got into his 
limousine at the conclu- 


sion of Raw, only to have the 
vehicle explode as the show 
faded to black. The storyline. 

gested that the WWE chairman 
perished in the conflagration. 
Three weeks later, though, in 
what was planned to be a memo- 


rial show in Vince's honor, the 
company was forced to abandon 
the storyline after Chris Benoit 
and his wife and son were found 
dead in their Georgía home. 

As McMahon stood in the ring 
to address this real-life tragedy 
(he wouldn't learn the horrific 
details until the following day), no 
mention was made of the angle 


After settling into a limo that would explode and “kill” Vince McMahon on Raw in 2007, WWE was. 
forced to ditch the storyline after the Chris Benoit tragedy. O! course, prolonging the angle in light 
of Benoit's double-murder-suicide would've have been in poor taste. But, absent such horrific cir- 
cumstances, WWE must do a better job of concluding their storylines in a credible way. 
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denied a logical resolution. For 
WWE to believe its fans will 
either accept or not notice 
lapses in logic or fact borders 
оп arrogance. As attracting and 
keeping loyal fans becomes 
ever more difficult in our tough 
economic times, frustrating or 
insulting fans in this way Is 
risky business, even for WWE. 

To discuss how WWE might 
improve in this area, Publisher 
Stu Saks, Editor-in-Chief Frank 
Krewda, Senior Writer Harry 
Burkett, and Contributing Writ- 
er Brady Hicks gathered for a 
roundtable discussion. 


STU SAKS: Good morning, 
guys. Thanks for coming in this 
morning. What prompted me to 
call this meeting was a recent 
letter we received from a read- 
er. In it, he asked how Vince 
McMahon even has the author- 
йу to give John Laurinaitis a 
job performance review on 
Haw when the WWE Board of 

Я Directors removed McMahon 
from power last summer? 
Excellent question, | thought 
after reading it. How сап WWE 
just ignore its own history? If 


the authority to perform such a task 


WWE had initiated just a few 
weeks before, and the storyline of 
Vince's death faded away, never 
to be revisited. 

This is an extreme, but under- 
standable, example of WWE fail- 
ing to conclude a major storyline. 
And given the circumstances of 
the Benoit case, WWE was for- 
given for ditching the angle in 
mid-stream. But there have since 
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After being removed from power by the WWE Board of Directors in Summer 2011, 
Vince McMahon returned in Summer 2012 to give John Lauri 
опе of our astute readers pointed out, WWE never explained how McMahon regained 


been instances in which WWE 
has allowed major storylines to 
die on the vine. Certainly, WWE 
reserves the right to alter its plans 
оп the fly, but when the company 
ignores or contradicts logic and 
its own actions, wrestling fans are 
left hanging. 

They've invested time, emo- 
tions, and, to some extent, money 
in the WWE product, only to be 


we're expected to follow their 


ajob evaluation. As storylines, at least have the 


decency not to insult my intel- 
ligence. Am | overreacting? 
HARRY BURKETT: Not at 
all, Stu. I've always thought the 
deal was that we allow ourselves 
1o get wrapped up in storylines so 
that we're rewarded with an emo- 
tional payoff at some point. 
KREWDA: Remem: 
ber, guys, this is the same com- 
pany that recently advertised its 
debut tour of Brazil after insisting 
for decades that two of its major 
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“I think WWE fans at some 
point must start holding the 
company accountable. l'm not 
calling for the fans to stop 
attending shows or purchas- 
Ing pay-per-views, but there 
are ways for the fans to get 
their message across to the 


nowers-that-he.” 
—Harry Burkett 


titles were established in tourna- 
ments held in Rio de Janeiro. That 
said, | agree, Stu, assuming your 
fans won't noti consistencies 
is very insulting. You are not over- 
reacting at all 

BRADY HICKS: And don't for- 
get about the anonymous Raw 
GM storyline that was never 
resolved ... It's one thing to sus- 
pend disbelief, but asking fans to 
just ignore glaring contradictions 
is too much, 


SAKS: Brady, do you feel 
WWE is, in fact, asking fans to 
ignore contradictions or that the 
company is gambling on the idea 
that their fans won't even notice? 
HICKS: Actually, | feel WWE is 
saying, "We'll just advance our sto- 
rylines as we see fit. We're WWE, 
the fans will accept what we give 
them, even if we contradict what 
we did months ago.” It is a very 
arrogant approach in my opinion. 
KREWDA: And, again, a very 


Triple-H bounces from WWE exec to active competitor to WWE official on a whim. Perhaps WWE 


tans would embrace Triple-H and the storylines he's involved in even more if WWE defined hi 


within the company more precisely. 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


insulting approach, because it 
presumes wrestling fans are too 
stupid or lazy to realize when 
they're being played. 

HICKS: Yet, even if WWE is 
their favorite promotion, or the 
most dominant promotion in the 
world, | think there's a point when 
even WWE diehards wil say, "This 
is ridiculous, and I've had enough.” 

BU 1 hear what you're 
saying, Brady. But I have to dis- 
agree. Spend 10 minutes in a 
wrestling chat room browsing 
comments and you can see that 
loyalties are broken down very 
much by brand. It seems many 
WWE fans don't want to even 
know about TNA or ROH, the 
indies even less. 

That's true, Harry, 
but I have to wonder how strong 
that loyalty will remain if WWE 
doesn't start paying more atten- 
tion to detai 


I'd guess until TNA 
or Ring of Honor establishes 
themselves as legitimate alterna- 
tives to WWE. 

SAKS: Yes, but as we're see- 
ing, that could take quite a while. 
In the meantime, what must WWE 
do to improve in this area? And 
please don't tell me they need to 
write more logical storylines and 
pay closer attention to detail 
Those are obvious answers. 

REWDA: Okay, then at the 
risk of sounding intellectually lazy, 
Stu, | have to say those are pre- 
cisely the things WWE needs to 
do. Really, it’s a very easy fix. If 
WWE wants fans to buy into its 
storylines, they need to be more 
logical and engaging. And they 
must come to a clear and full con- 
clusion. Period. 


! agree that that 
really is what it all boils down to, 
Stu. Looking back, how hard 
would it have been for Creative to 
write in an explanation of how 
Vince re-acquired power after 
being dismissed last year? How 


annoying e-mail interruptions on 
Raw? Granted, they seem like 
small details, but the fans deserve 
an explanation. As a consumer, І 
feel WWE owes it to me to create 
only the best storylines at all 
times, and frankly, when even the 
tiniest detail is left open-ended, І 
feel cheated. 


SAKS: I can certainly see how 
you'd feel that way, Harry 
Neglecting details suggests lazi- 
ness and complacency on the part 
of any promotion, not just WWE. 


АКЕТТ: It sure does. And | 
think WWE fans at some point 
must start holding the company 
accountable. I'm not calling for the 
fans to stop attending shows or 
purchasing pay-per-views, but 
there are ways for the fans to get 
their message across to the pow- 
ers-that-be. 

SAKS: Such as writing a letter 
to the editor of INSIDE WRESTLING, 
which is what initiated this very 
spirited conversation. Thank you, 
guys. б 


Аз the man behind the laptop who was required to relay messages from Raw's 
anonymous GM, Michael Cole earned lots of jeers from the fans. But how much 
criticism he deserved in that role remains a mystery since WWE never revealed 
the GM's identity. 


hard would it have been to come 
up with a reasonable resolution as 
to who was behind all those 
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Бог period ended June 28, 2012 


Championships hghighted л bald on he "Rol Сай Of Champions" have changed hands sce ол previous issue. The intorn 


y ander the championship ing inde 


сава he date hat tapon оп те ie. who Те former CATON was, and where he match ok pace 


манауи! 
(Mare 18 2012 


T CHAMPION: EL MESI 
rom Jel Janet Zappa, Mexico) 


MATAS TEAM CHAMPIONS: ABYSS & CHESSMAN 
(october. 2011: rom Extreme Tier & Jack Evans: Monterrey. Mex 


ALL JAPAN UNIFIED TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: MANABU SOYA & 
TAKAO OMORI 

ane 7,2012 rom Joe Doering & Seiya Sanada: Tokyo, J 
ALL JAPAN JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: KAI 
(May 27, 2012 rom Kenny Omega: Токуп. Japan) 


ALL JAPAN TRIPLE CROWN CHAMPION JUN AKIYAMA 
(October 23.2011: em Sama Tokyo, Japan) 


оми. HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: EL TERRIBLE 
(Garuary 1, 2012; brat Rus for vacant ttle: Mero Cy, Месо 


сми. TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: DRAGON ROJO JR. & ULTIMO 
(November 2. 2016 from Mr. Aula & Hector бата: Mexico City. Меж) 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAM 
March 8, 2011; Irom Maga: Newark, DE) 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION MID-ATLANTIC CHAMPION: 
MR. OOH LALA 
(Gone 2, 2012 rom Mk Тапауа; Newark, DE) 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
MATT SAIGON & DAMIAN DRAGON 
May 5, 2012 rom ло Rachel & Sam Se; Newark, OE) 


FCW FLORIDA HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: BO DALLAS. 
Lune 16, 2012: lom Rich Victor: Cryatal Rer FL 


FCW FLORIDA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: LEAKE & MIKE DALTON 


(une 15,2022 rom Cory Graves & Jake Carter: Palat 


FOW FLORIDA DIVAS CHAMPION: RAQUEL DAZ 
(December 15. 2017; rom Audrey Mare Tampa, Н) 


IWGP HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: HIROSHI TANAHASHI 
(Guna 16, 2012 om Кла Okada: Osaka, Japan) 


IWGP INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: VACANT 
(Gu 20, 2012 Takash Каа Tor Yano sted o на) 


IWGP JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: LOW-KI 
(Olay 3, 2012 тот Prince Devitt: Fukuoka, Japan) 


NWA HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: COLT CABANA 
арм, 2012; om Adam Pearce: Glenda 


NWA JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: KEVIN DOUG 
October 7. 2011: beat Chase Owens in tournament a f 
tarte, NC) 


NWA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: KORY CHAVIS & JON DAVIS 
May 15, 2011: rom A. инее & Murder One; Warmer Re 


NWA WOMENS CHAMPION: TASHA SIMONE 
(December 25, 2011; Fem Tiny Rx Lebanon, ТН) 


OVW HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: ROB TERRY 
hay 12. 2012; rom Johnny Spade: Lowe, KY) 


OVW SOUTHERN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
(une 20, 2012; Jessie Gadderz & Rudy айны зае 


‘OVW TV CHAMPION: VACANT 
ura 13, 2012 dame Divenci sipped of не) 


OVW WOMEN'S CHAMPION: EPIPHANY 
hne 3,2012: Кот Taser епк Louise, KY) 


TUNG GUERR 
S12 tom El Ganar 


LA CHAMPION: 
а, Reseda. CA) 


N STEEN 


PRO WRESTLING GUERRILLA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: PLAYER UNO 
&STUPEFIED. 

May 25, 2012: best Ман Neb Jackson for vacant tite: Reseda, C 
PRO WRESTLING NOAH GLOBA 
аянда, 


NORED CROWN CHAMPION: TAKESHI 


m ба Shira: Osaka, Japan) 


PRO WRESTLING NOAH GLOBAL HONORED CROWN JUNIOR 
HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: YOSHINOBU KANEMARU 
(May 9, 2012; but Козо Makapa; Tokyo, Japan) 


RING OF HONOR CHAMPION: KEVIN STEEN 
(May 12, 2012; rom Davey Richards; Toronto, ON) 


RING OF HONOR TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: RHETT TITUS & KENNY 
KING 

а 2: trom Char Hans & Sheton Berlin, New Vork, NY) 
RING OF HONOR ту CHAMPION: RODERICK STRONG 
(March 31, 2011; fom Jay Lethal: Fort Lauder, FL) 


SHIMMER CHAMPION: SARAYA KNIGHT 


(March 18, 2011; rom Cheerleader Мена. Berwyn, IL 


ок DEVON 
12; rom Robbie E, Orianda, FL) 


тна KNOCKOUTS CHAMPION: BROOKE TESSMACHER 


(OUTS TAG TEAM CHAMPION 
тот Gal Kim & Ma 


ERIC YOUNG & 008 
son Rayne: Orsi, FL 


TWA WORLD CHAMPION: BOBBY ROODE 
be 26, 201; Irom James Storm, Macon, GA) 

‘TNA WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: CHRISTOPHER DANIELS & 

KAZARIAN 

(une 20, 2012: trom Kurt Ange & AJ Styles; Arlington, TX) 


TNA X DIVISION CHAMPION: AUSTIN ARI 
tember 11. 2011: rom Bran Kendrick; Orlando, FL) 


WWE INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: CHRISTIAN 
чоп Cody Rhodes: Raleigh, NC) 
2012: боп Dail Bryan: Miami 
A CHAMPIONS: KOFI KINGSTON & R-TRUTH 
xta Del Rio: New York. NY) 


MARELLA 
agger, Boston, MA) 
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INDY ORTON IS preparing for his return from a 60-day 
suspension as of press time, and there's plenty of spec 
ulation regarding his future in WWE. Orton may receive 

a big push to boost ratings in the short-term, but his relation- 

ship with WWE management has never been worse. 

Orton was suspended for 60 days beginning on May 30 
because he flunked a drug test, reportedly testing positive for 
steroids and marijuana (fip this issue to "Was Randy Orion's Sus- 
pension Good For WWE?" on page 28). It is his second Wellness 
Program violation. No one heard from Orton for the first two weeks 
of the suspension, which, in terms of television and social media, 
is a notable length of time. Fortunately for Orton, WWE does not 
suspend its employees’ use of Twitter during these forced sab- 
baticals. When a Twitter follower asked Orton if he was “smoking 
weed," Orton replied, "I can neither confirm nor deny.” 

He added that it “feels good to be refreshed and ready to 
return." The third-generation star noted that he had been in 
strength training four times per week with a personal trainer. 
It sounds as if Orton was almost glad to have the time off and 
has devoted his energies toward coming back stronger and 
more formidable than ever. 


After serving а 30-day suspension for defacing the Brazilian Пад, Chris Jericho retuned to Raw to 
confront John Cena. Perhaps the most noteworthy thing about this Monday night was the change in 
Jericho's physical appearance, 


БҮ HARRY BURKETT | 


Expect Orton to receive a healthy push for the rest of the 
summer, particularly with Raw going to three hours and Sum 
merStam approaching, But then what? World champion Shea- 

us’ overwhelming popularity on the Smackdown brand proves 
that WWE can survive without the "Apex Predator." Several years 
адо, WWE Chairman Vince McMahon reportedly had a serio 
discussion with Orton regarding his maturity issues that have 
included trashing hotel rooms and harassing female employees. 
While Orton is a natural in the ring and respected by most of his 
peers, there are serious doubts whether he can be trusted with 
a full-scale push. That's not a good place for Orton, with so 
many hungry up-and-comers in the lockerroom. 

Chris Jericho has returned from a 30-day suspension 
stemming from a very different matter. Reminiscent of J 
Bra yfield goose-stepping during a 2004 tour of Ger 
many, Jericho crumpled and kicked the Brazilian flag during a 
May 24 match against WWE champion CM Punk in Brazil. As 
with the JBL incident in Germany, such actions are illegal in 
the South American country. When local police threatened to 
arrest Jericho, he apologized to the crowd and continued with 
the match. The following day, WWE issued a statement, apolo- 
gizing to the Brazilian people and their 
government, and suspended Jericho for 
30 days. Conveniently for Jericho and 
WWE, he was already booked for a 
European tour with his band, Fozzy, 
during the same period. (Somewhere, 

inlay is wondering why he didn't 
get а 30-day vacation for a similar 
snafu last year) 

Jericho remains in good stead with 
WWE management because his actions 
seemed to be an honest mistake in 
judgment, while Orton's situation seems 
to be a lifestyle issue that, if repeated, 
will result in his banishment from the 
company for at least a year. Jericho 
was pushed into the main-event mix 
immediately upon his June 25 return to 
Raw. The only controversy seemed to 
be that the glare of the spotlight 
revealed a change in Jericho's facial 


һәм (rir WWE fr may be in question ar 
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Proving his pipe bombs are not limited to Raw and Smackdown, CM look some good-natured shots at NFL quarterback. 
Tim Tebow when he appeared on Late Might With Атту Fallon. 


appearance and his һай. Did he have cosmetic surgery? Was 
it Botox? Was he trying to resemble a burned-out rocker? 

The former undisputed champ took the analysis with good 
humor, tweeting, "Ok, so last night on Raw apparently | looked 
like: 1. Bon Jovi 2. Gordon Ramsay 3. M Fox 4. 
Dave Coulier 5 6. Ch 

Boy, this guy really hasn't left the '80s. 

WWE champ CM Punk, who always seems to be taking heat for 
his comments, was about to do “snow angels" on Ihe studio floor 
during his appearance on Late Night With Jimmy Fallon, when he 
quipped, “1 know you are a Tim Tebow fan, зо this is kind of like 
Tebowing, except unlike Tebow, | actually am a champion.” 

Fans may remember that he took a similar swipe at singer 
Chris Brown during the lead-up to WrestleMania. Punk cer- 
tainly knows how to attach those verbal pipe bombs to the 
right targets to gain the most attention for himself 

The original master of the pipe bomb, Scott Steiner, may 
have to use his gift of oratory to defend himself in a court of 
law. For years, Steiner has publicly lambasted wresting's big- 
gest names—ranging from Ric Flair to Triple-H—on live tele- 
vision and in media interviews, and it seems “Big Poppa Pump" 
has taken on more than he can handle: Hulk Hogan. Steiner 
disparaged former employer TNA, Hulk Hogan, and Eric 

in a series of angry and sometimes profane tweets. 

ТМА filed a verified complaint against Steiner on June 18 in 
Chancery Court in Davidson County, Tennessee. Lawyers claim 
that Steiner's comments violate the contract he signed with 


TNA back in December 2010, forbidding him from making pub- 
lic statements—including tweets—concerning the company 
or its officers, wrestlers, or other individuals without prior 
approval, according to The Nashville City Paper. 

A month earlier, Steiner acknowledged he was feeling the 
legal heat, tweeting, “Havent tweeted lately bcuz | got a letter 
from a lawyer representing Hogan n Bischoff basically saying 

They take my tweets seriously and if threats continue they 
will take to law enforcement ... really Hogan my tweets scare 
you, I've said worse in interviews on TV, LOL.” And that didn't 
top “Big Poppa Pump” from making crude comments about 

оке Hogan even after he received legal notice. 

Scott Steiner and Twitter ... seems like social media hell to me. 

One heartfelt knock against Ric Flair in his prime was that he 
made other stars look 100 good at his own expense. Well, it seems 
that Fair was doing a lot of selling in his latest domestic dispute, 
this time with the wife dishing it out. On the night of June 25, Fair 
allegedly sustained a punch to the face and other minor injuries at 
the hands of his fourth wife, Jacqueline their condo- 
minium in Charlotte, North Carolina. The “Nature Boy” didn't do 
the stretcher job, though, as he refused hospital treatment. 

The Flairs have a history of scrapes with the law. Beems 
was arrested and charged with DWI and reckless driving on 
March 31 of this year, and she was also arrested for assaulting 
Fair in another domestic dispute in 2010. And Flair has a long 
rap sheet dating back to the 1970s. In the 21st century alone, 
Flair received cuts and bruises in altercation involving his 


ик Hogan and Scott Steiner may have tried o hammer ot their кес in 
the ring but tat жашт good em or Slots ао Ras attacked Mogan ana {rom Georgia to West Virginia, where Davis is the Elite Pro 


TNA repeatedly on Twitter. 


daughter and her boyfriend in 2008, and he was charged with 
grabbing a motorist by the neck in 2005. And that doesn't 
count his many legal woes in recent years, including his prob 
lems with Highspots and also TNA, which fired Flair for breach. 
of contract this past May. 

1 have an idea for Ric and Jackie: How about The Real 
Housewives Of North Carolina? 


Congratulations go out to Th ht Express, who 
dethroned Shelton Benjamin and Charlie Haas for the Ring 
‘of Honor tag belts on June 24 at the Best in the World iPPV. 

s and Kenny King are being hailed in some parts as 


the greatest tag team in the word, considering the ВОН com 
petitive tag team division right now. The All-Nights defeated 
з at last years Death by Dishonor and 


now they've defeated Wrestling Team. Can 
anyone stop them? 
Also at Best in the World ic kept the TV 


strap in a three-way match also involving Tommas 
and former champ Jay Lethal, and heavyweight champion 
turned back li 

In case you were wondering, Torrie Wilson and Yankees 
third baseman Alex Rodriguez are still a happy couple. The 
Фо has been spotted courtside at Lakers games and going on 
exotic beach vacations in Mexico. The pair has also teamed up 
with Stacy Keibler and George Clooney for some fun in the 
зип, And, in case you missed it, Torrie and A-Rod were listed 
number 87 in Zimbio's “100 Hottest Celebrity Couples" this 
year, a respectable ranking considering they ve been dating for 
less than a year. But they do have some stiff competition, with 


Jay-Z and Beyane Pitt and Angelina Jolie, 
David and Victoria Beckham, and Prince William and Prin- 
ess Kate topping the list. By the way, George and Stacy 


ranked an impressive 42. 
Speaking of media buzz, what about AJ? A good way to 
track the popularity of celebrities is how well they re doing in 


the collectibles market. According to collectibles expert 

lic at pwtorch.com, AJ's card from the 2011 
Topps WWE Classic package has increased in value from 
the 525-530 range to double that number. In fact, eBay, 
Amazon, and several trading card sites no longer have any 
available. Moore predicts that AJ's new autograph and lip- 
print cards will be the most valuable in the 2012 Topps 
set, due for release in September. 

And here's a final round of tidbits: WWE will launch 
WWE Main Event on the lon Television Network on 
Wednesday, October 3. The new show wil fil the void left 
by WWE Superstars, which ended its run on WGN America 
last year ... Evan Bourne, who is recovering from an 
injury following his 60-day Wellness Policy suspension, is 
booked for Florida Championship Wresting 


ows" feud with J D 


is has spread 


heavyweight champion s Brisco and his father, 
have been making frequent appearances on 
t's Bang! TV. injected a good share of 
comedy into his recent Raw appearance ... ECWA champion 
'apadon continues his rampage, with the "Greek God" down- 
ing in Newark, Delaware, in early-June ... Jı 
beat former Tough Enough contestant Li ; 
at another stellar Northeast Wrestling event in Newburgh, New 
York .... Dragon Gate USA has stripped Masato Yoshino and 
icochet of the promotion's tag team belts due to Yoshino's 
unavailability for DGUSA shows for the rest of the year 
Traditional Championship Wrestling has assembled a first-rate 
broadcast team for its weekly program: former WCW announc- 


er Chris Cruise, former AWA announcer Ken Resnick, and 
Br The Arkansas-based promotion's top star is 
Tim Storm, who won the Wringenmeisterschaft Invitational 


Tournament down in Texas a couple of years ago. 
Its been great sitting in for “What's Happening" this issue 
And remember: Save a ringside seat for me. 0 


Former WWE Diva Torrie Wilson and New York Yankee Alex Rodriguez 
have demonstrated some staying power as a celebrity couple. Aside from 
taking in LA. Lakers games at courtside, Wilson and A-Rod also attended 
WrestleMania 28, where they were greeted by John Сеп 


ON 


N NOVEMBER 25, 1985, Wendi 

Richter walked out of the World 

Wrestling Federation. 1 mean 
that literally. She walked out of Madison 
Square Garden, still wearing her wres- 
tling gear, caught a cab to the airport 
and went home. 

The Montreal Screwjob gets ай the pub 
licity, but 12 years before Vince screwed 
Bret, Vince did the same thing to Wendi, 
who was then one of the company's most 
popular—and marketable—stars. In fact, 
Pro Wrestling Ilustrated ran a cover story 
at the time that asked "Is Wendi Richter 
More Popular Than Hulk Hogan?” A case 
‘could be made that she was. 

But Wendi committed the cardinal sin 
of being a businesswoman in a man's 
world. She wanted to know where the 
royalty money was going for all those 
poster sales, action figures, and lunch 


boxes that featured her name and image. 
She wanted to know why she wasn't be- 
ing paid as much as Hogan and the top 
male wrestlers on the roster. She want- 
ed to negotiate a contract, not just sign 
whatever piece of paper was handed to 
her, as if she was lucky to be offered a 
contract in the first place. 

On that particular night, Wendi de- 
fended her WWF Women's championship 
against a mysterious opponent known as 
The Spider Lady, who tumed out to be The 
Fabulous Moolah under a mask. With the 
help of a fast three-count from the referee, 
bring which Richter successfully escaped 
а small-package attempt, Moolah pinned 
Richter and took the ttle belt. Richter was 
incensed and she—tke Bret a dozen years 
Iater—walked out of the company. 

Just like “The Hitman,” Richter was 
deeply hurt by the incident. She felt mis 


treated by the WWF and the wrestling 
industry in general. After a few more 
years competing in the AWA and on the 
independent circuit, she retired from 
wrestling and eventually settled into a 
lucrative career as a physical therapist. 

It took almost a quarter of a century 
for Wendi to make peace with WWE. She 
turned down an invitation to compete in 
the Miss WrestleMania battle royal at 
WrestleMania 25 (which turned out to 
be а sham won by “Santina” Marella), In 
2010, she accepted an invitation to be 
inducted into the WWE Hall of Fame. It 
was a bittersweet honor, being lauded by 
the company that had betrayed her trust 
so many years earlier. 

The "honor" was a long, long time in 
coming, but Wendi had finally received the 
accolades she was due. She was a WWE 
Hall-of-Famer, a far cry from the Dallas 


Wendî Richter (along with Cyndi Lauper and Roddy Piper) recently appeared on Raw to promote the show's 1,000 epi- 
Sode. Liz Hunter feels Richter wasn’t given the same star treatment her male counterparts received upon their return, 
which, Hunter says is further evidence of WWE's misogyny. 


стир wer 


BY LIZ HUNTER 


farm giri who got to big for her britches. 
Wendi Richter was finally getting the re- 
spect she deserved. After all, she was as 
much a part of the success of the first 
WrestleMania as Hogan, Roddy Piper, and 
Mr T; perhaps more so, given that her pair 
ing with Cyndi Lauper helped the WWF get 
national exposure on MTV, which was vital 
to the events success. Or so I thought. 

On the June 18 episode of Raw, Rich- 
ter and Lauper appeared as guests to 
help promote Raw's upcoming 1,000th 
episode (never mind the fact that neither. 
Richter nor Lauper had ever appeared on 
the Raw program). It should have been 
а joyful occasion, as Cyndi and Wendi 
danced out to the ring to the strains of 
“Girls Just Want to Have Fun." 

Instead of being treated like living 
legends (as Vader and Psycho Sid were 
when they made similar appearances), 
announcer Michael Cole openly mocked 
them. Barely two minutes into the seg- 


ment, Heath Slater came to the ring calling 


the segment “a trainwreck.” That brought 
out old standby Roddy Piper, who present- 
ed Lauper with a gold record, which was 
then shattered over Siaters head. 

In theory, the segment was designed 
to be a feel-good moment. Piper and Lau- 
per finally made peace, and Lauper stood 
up for herself against an annoying bull. 
But the way it all came off bothered me. 
Richter wasn't presented as а Hall-of- 
Famer. She never got a chance to bask in 
the cheers of the fans. In fact, her return 
was barely promoted at al. Few fans re- 
alized that this was the first time Wendi 
had set foot inside a WWE ring in nearly 
30 years. Wendi was presented as an af- 
terthought; a supporting player in a play 
starring Lauper, Piper, and Slater. That's. 
по way for a Hall-of-Famer to be treated, 
especially a Hall-of-Famer who was so 
poorly treated in the past 

Maybe I'm prejudiced on this issue. 
Maybe I'm Don Quixote, thinking every 
windmill І see is a dragon. But found this 


segment to be further evidence of a deep- 
seated misogyny within WWE. find it hard 
to believe that a male wrestler appearing 
on Raw under similar circumstances would 
have been treated so shabbily. 

It seems to me that once a woman 
has passed the age of 35, she becomes 
fair game to be ridiculed. Sexy Divas 
are treated as stars, even the would-be 
models that have never accomplished a 
darned thing in the wrestling business, 
while middle-aged women are mocked. 
For more evidence, just look at the 
weekly treatment of Vickie Guerrero, or 
the incredibly crass comments that have 
been made about Lilian Garcia. It's nice 
to see that Wendi is happy, and that life 
outside of wrestling has treated her well 
1 just wish that WWE would be more gen- 
uine with its appreciation of the part she 
played in the company's history. Wendi 
Richter paved the way for the Divas di- 
vision; she deserves more respect than 
WWE has bothered to show. a 


Wonder what Bret Hart and Richter are chatting about at the WrestleReunion 2 con- 
vention in 20057 We can only guess that the names Shawn Michaels, Fabulous 
Moolah, and Vince McMahon came up. Both would later reconcile with WWE, but 
some bitterness has to remain over the manner in which they lost thelr titles. 


HIS TIME, FCW TVs gone for real. 

The long-rumored, oft-specu- 

lated shakeup of WWE develop- 

mental is seemingly underway, and FCW 

TV appears to be the first major casualty. 

The promotion held its final TV taping— 
July 8, Episode #197. 

With WWE Hall of Famers Jim Ross 
and Dusty Rhodes behind the mike, the 
final match to air on Florida's Bright 
House Sports Network saw Dean Am 
brose and William Regal battle to a no- 
contest. The match was stopped due to 
excessive blood loss by Regal, but that 
wasn't enough for Ambrose. He refused 
to let anyone into the ring to assist Regal 
after the stoppage, utilizing many of his 
adversary's signature moves, including 
the Knee Trembler and the Regal Stretch. 

It was a fittingly chaotic end for 
FCW TV, а show that has been in limbo 
Since rumors of its demise became 
strong enough to warrant a comment 
from WWE Executive Vice President of 
Talent Triple-H 

In addition to the Regal-Ambrose 
match, the final few episodes of FCW TV 
saw multiple defenses of the FCW Florida 
heavyweight tle, Richie Steamboat stop 
Antonio Cesaro in sudden-death over- 
time to retain the FCW 15 ttle, and tag 
team champions Corey Graves and Jake 
Carter retain their gold as well 

Although the book on FCW TVis of- 
ficially closed, the future stars of Florida 
already have a new outlet in place to 
showcase their skills. WWE decided to 
finish out the season of WWE NXT with 
FCW talent in the mix, and reached an 
agreement with Full Sail University in 
Orlando to use the school's film facili- 
ties as the home base for a revamped 
version of the show. 

WWE taped the first four episodes of 
the new NXT on May 17, with the tal- 
ent roster featuring a mix of FCW talent 
and mid-level WWE wrestlers (many of 


whom are FCW alumni) and a rotating show, which has been discontinued by order of WWE Executive VP Triple-H. 


ОМ THE 


cast of announcers that included Ross, 
Regal, and regular FCW announcers 
Chris Russo and Byron Saxton on com- 
mentary. Dusty Rhodes served as the 
interim NXT GM," and the six-man fi- 
nale saw Michael McGillicutty, Hunico, 
and Camacho defeating Tyson Kidd, 
Seth Rollins, and Bo Dallas (Rotundo) 
to cap off a taping that several WWE 
officials considered a rousing success. 

А second taping took place on June 
14, but as of press time, the debut of the 
new NXT had been pushed back from 


BY LOUIE DEE 


‚June 20 on wwe.com (following the final 
episode of the previous season) to an 
undetermined time and place. Hopefully, 
WWE will sort out the schedule soon, but 
in the meantime, FCW stars will contin 
ue to tour the Sunshine State on FCW's 
Summer Slamarama Tour. 

The Real Big Ending. FCW's top two 
singles titles were a focus of the final 
FCW TV episodes, but while the FCW 
15 title remains with Richie Steamboat 
the Florida heavyweight champion- 
ship changed hands twice in the span 


Dean Ambrose's brutal assault on veteran Wiliam Regal wil leave а lasting memory of the FCW TV 


‘Antonio Cesaro wouldn't have such a smug look on his face after losing his prolonged feud with 
Richie Steamboat. Cesaro, however, is becoming з кеу figure оп the Smackdown brand. 


of about 15 minutes at a non-televised 
event on June 16. On that balmy night in 
Crystal River, Florida, Rick Victor ended 
Seth Rollins’ near-four-month reign as 
champion, but his celebration didn't last 
in the very next match, he was 
challenged (and defeated) by Bo Dal- 
las, making the newly renamed Rotundo- 
brother a three-time FCW champ—and 
giving Victor the shortest title reign ever. 
As far as the FCW 15 title, it seems 
that Steamboat has prevailed in his long- 


running feud with Cesaro. The sudden- 


death victory on July 1 was his third 
consecutive defense against the former 
Claudio Castagnoli. 

Several talents are lining up to chal- 
lenge Steamboat, including Bray Wy- 
ай (the former Husky Harris), who has 
looked impressive since changing his 
moniker and aligning with seven-footer 
Eli Cottonwood. Ohno and Erick Rowan 
scored some big wins during the spring 
and Big E Langston, who was unsuc 


cessful in a bid to unseat Rollins in May 
could be in the mix as well 

Meanwhile, back in Ohio ... Ohio 
Valley Wrestling s Saturday Night Special 
show on June 2 was a card The Family 
will never forget, as they lost three of the 
four OW titles they possess 

In just a few hours time, Epiphany 
defeated Taler Hendrix to become OVW 
Women's champion, Jessie Godderz and 
Rudy Switchblade dropped the Southern. 
tag team championship to Shiloh Jonze 
and Raul Lamotta, and Jamin Olivencia, 
who masqueraded for weeks as “Chito 
Martinez” to circumvent a ban on title 
shots, defeated Mohamed Ali Vaez to re 
gain the TV title. 

The Family quickly got some of that 
gold back, however, as Godderz and 
Switchblade would win the tag title again 
оп the June 9 edition of OVW TV—but. 
Vaez wasn’t as lucky, as his remat 
against Olivencia ended with the TV title 
being declared vacant by OVW Board 
Member Ken Wayne. 

Referee Chris Sharpe, who has exhib- 
ited a notable case of selective judgment 
when it comes to The Family's matches, 
physically got involved in that contest 
noticeably re ncia pinfall 
attempt on Vaez and making a fast count 
to give Mohamed the title bac 

Thankfully, that result didn't stand. 
Wayne charged the ring, and after de- 
claring the title vacant, he put Sharpe 

cial review” and told The 

leader, OVW Talent Arbitrator 

he would have to 

explain her recent behavior to Wayne's 
mer partner: OVW owner Dan Davis 

The following week, Wayne an 
nounced a tournament to fill the vacant 
TV titie and announced a best-of-seven 
series between two teams chosen by Da- 
vis and Bynum, with the winner gaining 
control of OVW. 

Could this finally be the end of The 
Family's reign of terror? 


WEM (тиг wzrsriia) 


THUMBS 


Up to Jeff Jarrett. Jarrett has caused a lot of headaches with his 
swinging guitars, so й was gratifying to see him put one to good use when he 
donated a signed acoustic to a Wrestlers Rescue auction to benefit former wres- 
tier Kamala, who recently lost both legs to amputation in his ongoing fight 
against diabetes. Jeff may be cold and crass in the ring, but every now and then 
he makes it known that he does indeed have a heart. At the same time, we must 
give a bonus "Thumbs Up” to this issue's “Q8A subject, Dawn Marie, who gives 
tirelessly of herself in heading up the Wrestlers Rescue organization 


to Michael Elgin. 
We must give the man props for 
facing—and defeating—Fit Finlay 
at Best in the World 2012 without 
any help from The House of Truth 
Truth Martini couldn't contain his 
excitement about getting involved 
in the match, but when it came 
time for the opening bell to sound, Elgin, insisting that he wanted to beat 
Finlay on his own, demanded that Martini and stablemate Rod Strong stay 
away from ringside. Elgin recognized that an untainted victory over a leg- 
end like Finlay is а precious commodity. At this point, he doesn't seem long 
for The House of Truth 


5 Up to Triple-H. Seeing 

ННН slug Paul Heyman on Raw was 

a real treat. Heyman was 100 percent transparent in stating that he could bully 
WWE and Triple-H with legal and physical threats into giving Brock Lesnar what- 
ever he wants, but Triple-H proved that no matter what happens in the court- 
room or at SummerSlam, he will hold Heyman accountable for his big mouth. 
Its good to see that Triple-H hasn't gone completely white coll. 


T Up to Brodus Clay. 
Challenging The Big Show to a 
match in his Raw retum took some 
guts. After being sidelined by 
Show's WMD КО punch, nobody 
would have blamed The Funkasua- 
rus for tucking tail and avoiding the 
big man. Instead, Clay showed 
there's more to him than just a few 

dance steps when he issued his challenge. More importantly, Clay nearly 

upended Show, proving he's capable of competing against A-class wres- 
tiers in serious matches. Clay might have lost the bout, but he answered 
several questions about makeup. 


THUMBS 


з to Heath Slater. The way he disrespected the WWE leg- 
ends returning to Raw prior to its 1,000th episode in July was deplorable. 
Stater deliberately attempted to spoil feel-good moments for Vader, Psycho 
Sid, and Wendi Richter, but, fortunately, these legends were able to turn the 
tables on Slater and embarrass him each time. Sure, watching Stater eat 
humble pie may be satisfying for longtime WWE fans that enjoy seeing the 
stars of yesteryear honored, but we bet the fans would enjoy their return 
even more if Slater just stopped his nonsense. 


to бай Kim. The 

recent temper tantrum she threw 

‘on Impact was just plain embar- 

rassing. When new Knockouts 

authority figure Brooke Hogan gen- 

erously offered to include her in a 

four-way Knockouts number-one contender’s match, Gail reacted as if Brooke 

had insulted her, and petulantly argued that as the longest-reigning Knockouts 

‘champion in company history, she should be appointed the number-one con- 

tender. And this coming from the woman who was named top contender to the 

Knockouts title in November without having wrestled a single match since 

returning to TNA. Sorry, Gail. You're no longer champ and Karen Angle is no. 
longer around to pamper you. 


umbs to Homicide. 
Spitting into Eddie Edwards" hand 

when he offered to shake at the start of their Best in the World 2012 match 
was immature at best. We understand that Homicide carries а thug's repu- 
tation into the ring, and spitting at an opponent is a great way for him to 
build even more street cred, but no wrestler, especially Edwards, deserve 
that degree of disrespect. As Eddie has shown time and again over the 
years, being talented and classy in 

the ring needn't be mutually exclu- 

sive. 


humbs Down to Beth Phoenix 

“The Glamazon” has been entirely 

too full of herself lately, and with no 

real reason. Even after losing the 

Divas title to Layla, she has wasted 

по opportunity to talk herself up on 

Raw and Smackdown and in other media outlets or on social media. She паз. 

referred to herself as the greatest WWE Diva of all-time, yet doesn't back it up 

with consistent wins. Hey, Beth, you just focus on winning more matches, we'll 
decide where you fit in the history of women's wrestling. 


E FOU MAY USE another term to 
refer to them, but throughout 
time, WWE has always kept a 
handful of “enhancement talents” on its 
roster—anywhere between six and 10 
scrappy but limited wrestlers who are 
generally found low on the cards, and 
often on their backs. 
In the 1980s, they included the likes 
of Jim Powers and “The Brooklyn Brawl 
er" Steve Lombardi. In the 19905 you had 


Salvatore Sincere and TL Hopper. And in 
the 2000s, Funaki and Jamie Noble were 
among the opening-match martyrs. Their 
matches were rarely much more than 
filer, but they served a purpose. 

But that was then. While recently 
reviewing a list of all the wrestlers on 
WWE's main brands, it struck me how 
radically things have changed. Whereas 
the lower-card mainstays used to ma 
up just a tiny percentage of an otherwise 


Opportunities like the one Dolph Ziggler received at No Way Out against World champion Sheamus. 
have been few and far between. At 32, i's time, Al Caste ays, for the talented Zigler to be given 
а chance to became з major star: 


BY AL CASTLE 


star-studded lockerroom, today they ac- 
count for almost two-thirds of the roster. 

From ЈТ to Yoshi Tatsu to Johnny 
Curtis to Michael McGillicutty to Hunico 
to Jinder Mahal to Mason Ryan to Trent 
Baretta to Alex Riley to Drew Mcintyre, 
and on and on, WWE is flooded with 
wrestlers confined largely to throw- 
away shows like Superstars and NXT. 
They can go months without making an 
appearance on Raw or Smackdown, and 
so, while talented, are not perceived as 
stars by many fans. 

WWE decision-makers have com- 
plete control over that perception, and 
for various reasons believe all of those 
wrestlers are not ready for prime time. 
In some cases, they may be right. But 
given the lack of depth in WWE's main 
brands—and the company's decision to 
expand its flagship show, Raw, to three 
hours—/'d argue that being too discrim- 
inating is a luxury WWE can't afford 

Besides that, it's only over the past 
few years that WWE has become so 
self-destructively picky about who de- 
serves the limelight. Throughout history, 
WWE higher-ups have rolled the dice on 
wrestlers with big flaws because they 
realized they also had big upsides. That 
was the case with the erratic Randy 
Savage, the temperamental Shawn Mi- 
chaels, or the awkward John Cena. In 
those cases, WWE's gambles paid off 
and the prospects rose above their limi 
tations to become bona fide legends. 

But to learn how to perform as stars, 
they had to be given opportunities to be- 
‘come stars. These days, those kind of op- 
portunities are, to say the least, scarce. 

Dues-paying has always been a 
part of pro wrestling, but never has the 
proverbial glass ceiling in WWE been 
so low and so thick. It took three other 
‘wrestlers being injured or suspended 
for WWE to insert Dolph Ziggler into a 


world tile match with Sheamus at No 
Way Out. And Ziggler, who is 32 and 
has been part of WWE's main roster 
for seven years, is probably as close as 
any WWE mid-card wrestler to breaking 
through to the main-event scene. 

Indeed, it's hard to find anyone in 
WWE's top tier of wrestlers who is under 
30 and has less than a decade of wres- 
tling experience. In comparison, Cena 
was 27 and had just four years experi 
ence when he won his first word title. 
Randy Orton was 24 with four years ех 
perience. I'd say both have done okay 
for themselves 

None of this is to say that the likes 
of Ted DiBiase Jr. or Curt Hawkins have 
the same potential that Orton or Cena 
did. But beggars can't be choosers, and 
WWE in 2012 is in desperate, desper 
ate need of stars. Perennial main-event 
acts from the past decade like Triple-H 
The Undertaker, and Chris Jericho are 
through working as full-time wrestlers. 
Kane and The Big Show are both aver 
40, and have to be thinking about life 
er wrestling. Orton, Cena, and CM 
Punk may still have plenty of years 
ahead in the sport, but how many times 
are they going to wrestle each other? 

WWE'S executives, including EXECU 
tive Vice President of Talent Triple-H, 
regularly pay lip service to the impor. 
tance of investing in new talent, and even 
‘overhauled their developmental system 
recently. But building for the future is 
about more than training new wrestlers. 
Unless you pull the trigger on elevating 
wrestlers already on the roster, ай you're 
doing is adding to the backlog of talent 
that won't be featured on television. 

I'm not proposing skyrocketing wres- 
ers into main-event spots for which they 
are woefully unprepared or undeserving. 
I'm proposing a system of true upward 
mobility—the same opportunities that 


Brooklyn Brawler was on the receiving end (here, against Heidenreich) for the majority of his 
career. Steve Lombardi served his role мей, bul, Castle notes, there are men on the WWE roster 
today who, based on their talent level need to be bumped up a notch. 


everyone in any line of work hopes for 
Moving Dolph Ziggler into the spot 
previously held by Chris Jericho opens up 
Zigaler's spot for someone like DiBiase. 
And Riley can move into DiBiase's spot, 
and so on. Everyone climbs up a rung. 
WWE might claim that they have just 
Such a system in place, but, with few 
exceptions, the evidence indicates oth- 
erwise. Tatsu, McGillicutty, Baretta, and 
others are in no better positions today 
than they were when they joined WWE 
three years ago. Arguably, they're in 
worse positions. 


It's perfectly acceptable to have 
a handful of wrestlers on your pay 
roll whose job it is to compete in the 
opening match of a live event, and help 
make bigger stars look good, but those 
spots are better suited for aging veter- 
ans on the downsides of their careers, 
like William Regal or Goldust. 

I WWE doesn't think a young wres- 
tler has what it takes to be featured on 
television after working for the company 
for years, then maybe it's time to cut 
һай. The last thing anybody needs is a 
roster full of Brooklyn Brawlers. O 


f FMA STAR, Im a star!” That was one of Dawn Marie's 
refrains during her 1990s run in Extreme Champion- 
all ship Wrestling. While Dawn Marie was being inten- 
tionally campy during those moments, it was her passionate 
determination to become a star that helped her endure the 
Jean times in her early career—with meager payoffs at high 
school gyms being the norm—and occasionally make her 
agree to the unthinkable, such as being stripped down to her 
underwear during her ECW Arena debut. 

Апа there were the catfights—oh, my! Dawn Marie, Fran- 
cine, Beulah MCGilicutty, Kimona Wanalaya, and others were 
risqué at times, Yet, without even realizing it, Dawn Marie and 
her peers were redefining the role of women in pro wrestling. 
They transcended their supporting roles as valets and manag: 
ers to become attractions in their own right, with catfights 
becoming nearly as popular as the main events in ECW. 

Indeed, one can draw a straight line from ECW's vixens to the 
WWE Divas of today. Dawn Marie's career followed that ine, from 
her days scratching and clawing with Francine and managing The 
Impact Players, to joining the Smackdown roster in 2002. 

WWE Creative used Dawn Marie's queen-of-mean persona 
10 inject an interesting soap-opera element into Smackdown 
storylines. After a brief flirtation with fellow beauty Torrie Wil- 
son, for example, Dawn Marie pursued Torrie's real-life father, 
Al Wilson. Her wedding to AI was one of the weirdest moments 
in WWE history. The angle took a bizarre turn when Dawn 
Marie exhausted Wilson during their honeymoon, causing him 
to suffer a (fortunately, not real-life) fatal heart attack. That 
escalated her feud with Torie, with Dawn Marie as the wicked 
stepmother, complete with black lingerie. 

In 2005, Dawn Marie reunited with former charge Lance Storm 
for One Night Stand, a reunion of ECW stars on WWE pay-per- 
view. Soon after, WWE released Dawn Marie, who was pregnant 
atthe time. The ensuing legal dispute was settled out of court. 

Dawn Marie has kept busy since then, co-founding MUDA 
Multimedia Entertainment with business partner Michele Mupo 
and creating Wrestlers Rescue, a non-profit organization ded- 
icated to raising funds for retired wrestlers who need medical 
procedures and helping wrestlers transition to new careers 
outside the business. She is currently spearheading a fundrais- 
ing drive for Kamala, whose legs were amputated because of 
diabetes. (Anyone wishing to contribute to the fundraising 
effort, or to book a performer through Wrestlers Rescue, is 


WRESTLERIE EE 


"Returning to the real world isn't easy" - 


invited to visit wrestlersrescue.org.) 
“Although Dawn Marie has always been very entertaining 

1 never pinpointed the reasons for her success until we did this 
interview," stated Senior Writer Harry Burkett, who conducted 
a 90-minute "Q&A" with the former ECW and WWE Diva, “She's 
a perfectionist and a tremendous self-starter, traits that have 
served her well both as a performer and an entrepreneur. She 
has a good heart, too, and that has earned her countless 
friends throughout the industry." 

а years ago, 


desc 


ibed 
егісап sweetheart gone 
jor become such a b 

What I did with my character was look around and watch 
the people who would do things that annoyed me. І knew 
that if it annoyed me, then it would annoy everybody else. 
| would study those people and then do those things in 
front of the camera. So | can see why you would say that 
| was the “all-American sweetheart gone wrong. 
Did you ever have a п as a fan favorit 
point? 

: No, never in my career have | been a babyface. 
Never? 

: No, I'm a horrible, horrible babyface. They tried to switch 
me once and | switched myself back in the middle of the 
match (laughs). Being a heel is my natural talent. My job 
in the business was not to be Sable or Torrie Wilson. was 
а hand in my industry, | knew what my spot was, and my 
job was to make them huge stars. In wrestling, either the 
veteran or the heel leads the match. | like being the heel 
because I'm a control freak. The way women went in and 
out of the industry, І was usually the veteran also, so it 
worked out really great for me. So | never, ever was а 


1 raise money for the healthcare needs of retired wrestlers 
Many of their injuries and ailments come years after they re 
done with the ring, when they're no longer under contract 
to someone. We recently did a fundraiser for Jimmy Snuka. 


We've raised $24,000 for him. He's just had a full ankle 
replacement and extensive ligament repair in his foot. 
Fortunately, he had health insurance. Most people don't 
have health insurance in wrestling because they re uninsur- 
able. So the money we've raised for him is so he can pay his 
bills while he's healing and away from the public. 

Wrestlers Rescue addresses two vicious cycles in the 
industry. The first is injury-related. People work, they get 
injured, they'll work despite the injury, they'll take pills to 
mask the injury, and, unfortunately, some of them get 
addicted to pills. But that cycle of working with injuries 
occurs because people are afraid of losing their spots— 
this business is about spots, positions, and timing. 


Two very important men in Dawn Marie's fite and career эге Pat “Simon 
Diamond" Kenney (above), to whom she was engaged for several years, 
and ECW owner Paul Heyman (below), who gave her her break in the 
business and helped her find the confidence to succeed. 
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The second is the age cycle. This business takes people 
in their youth, and, if you're lucky enough, you make it. You 
think you're virile, young, and indestructible, and have the 
attitude “that's not going to happen to me.” You start getting 
older, a new generation comes in, and you teach a new 
generation how to be stars, and you're weaned out. Because 
they take us in our youth and then we're gone in our 40s, 
and that's much earlier for women, there's this ignorance 
The rest of the world doesn't think we have any life skilis, 
and we don't think we have anything to put down on а 
resume. Do І put down that | was a professional wrestler for 
the last 17 years? | went on an interview and a guy actually 
asked me if | was а mud wrestler. | was like, "Okay, this 
interview is over,” and I got up and left. 


They don't understand what we do. It's also our ignorance 


because we don't know how to convert the skills we've 
learned into a resume that reflects those skills. We've 
managed our own careers in the business—as our own 
secretary, our own agent, our own personal trainer, We 
tend to push those skills aside and not give ourselves the 
credit we are due. That's because, in this industry, we're 
told how replaceable we are. "You'd better do this or else 
because you're replaceable"—which we are. After being 
told that over and over and over, you don't feel any worth. 
Successful wrestlers get this money when they're young, 
they think it will last forever, but they retire in their 40s, If 
you didn't do the right things with your money in your 
youth, then you're kind of screwed because you stil have 
a long life to live. Does that make sense, the second cycle? 


a: 


>р 
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А: 


"What I did with my character 
was look around and watch the 
people who would do things that 
annoyed me. I knew that if it 
annoyed me, then it would 
annoy everybody else.” 


Absolutely. 
Returning to the real world isn't easy. know a lot of the 
guys have that problem. We shouldn't have the losses like 
Chris Kanyon, who was depressed because he didn't know 
how to fit back in, or Mike Awesome, who killed himself 
because he just couldn't find his place back in the world. 
Those are very sad, extreme cases, but they re not the only 
two people who have suffered from that. | suffered from it 

If I recall correctly, the genesis of Wrestlers Rescue 
had to do with The Iron Sheik. Is that true? 


: Yes, itis true, and it goes back to what we were just talk- 


Ing about. І was in Chicago at an appearance and he was 
at a table across from me. He was falling asleep at the 
table. At first, the wrestler іп me giggled. Then, all of a 
sudden, the mother and the human being said, “Oh, my 
God, thats really sad." Here was a man who should have. 
been enjoying the fruits of his labor, and, instead, he's fall- 
ing asleep while peddling pictures. 
It's sad when you consider that he was such a serious 
person when he was younger, an athlete in Iran and a 
well-respected trainer in this country. 
Yes. After that happened, he was wheeled to me by his 
agent. I've known Sheiky for 17 years, and, to this day, he 
calls me Donna Marie. So he goes, "Donna Marie, watch 
Sheiky's pictures, so nobody steals them!” There are only 
two private things you do in this world, and that's having 
sex with someone and going to the bathroom. He was 
being wheeled to the bathroom by his agent because he 
needed а double-knee replacement. That's the moment it 
really hit те. was almost ashamed to be in the business. 
Then there are a lot of things I'm doing other than 
Wrestlers Rescue. My business partner and | own MUDA 
Multimedia Entertainment We're working on a project called 
Keep the Peace. Do you remember We Are The World? 


: Yes. 


My partner is a singer-songwriter, and the project will 
include a music video and documentary. The goal isto tour 
continuously with three different sets of artists until our 
men and women come home. Its a peace rally with music 
We're going to use the proceeds to rehabilitate the homes 
of our disabled veterans that are coming home from the 
conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq. 


: | gather all of this keeps you very busy. 
: Yeah, plus I have two kids. | have a six-year-old boy named 


Matthew and a three-year-old girl named Katie. And 
they're a handful 


Managing ECW tag team champions Justin Credible and Lance Storm 
was very fulfilling for Dawn Mari. in particular, he was very tight with 
Storm, whom she referred to as “my Lance” 
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We got married in 2005, so it's been seven years. His 


пате is Matt Damatta. 


А: My father, my uncle, my grandfather, and my brother would 
watch the MSG shows on TV. | was jealous because my 
brother was eight years older than me and my uncle used 
to take him to MSG. І used to get upset, so, one time, | got 
my dad to take me to a house show in Perth Amboy, New 
Jersey. Pedro Morales was wrestling Larry Zbyszko, and I 
was so excited. By the way, I'm the DDP of women 
because I'm a lot older than people think | am. I got my 


break much later in life. I'm 41 now. 


: No, I was a horrible student. You want to know when І got 
good grades? When І paid for them (laughs). was bad in 
schoo. was very bored in school, and I think it was because 
1 had ADD. | wasn't diagnosed with ADD until a few years ago. 
Heft high school when І was younger, and I was homeless at 
17. started going to a community college when | was 19, 
thinking | should get my Ме together. I went to Middlesex 
County College. chose to go back to school and make myself 
a better person—and | became a better student 

А: After Middlesex, І went to NYB Business School 

and later became an appraiser for commercial 

investments. My professor loved me, and | was 
lucky enough to become a director at an interna: 
tional real estate consulting firm at 24 years old 
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My office overlooked St. Patrick's Cathedral. I 

сом watch the parades from my office window. 

1 had it made. But you know what: | cried every 

day ging to work. hated it. This is what worked 

for? | had done what I was supposed to do, but | 

was unhappy and miserable, also used to do 

some modeling and acting, and gentleman named 

Jonathan Gold came to my house because І was 

signing up some posters. He talked about doing 

some promotional work for WWE, particularly for 

its shows in Elizabeth, New Jersey. І hadn't 

watched wresting in years, but old him how I 

! used to watch with my dad and my uncle. Every 

time WrestleMania came around, І would start 

cleaning the house, trying to coerce my dad into 

buying the pay-per-view. I told Jonathan that I 

could be the next Elizabeth! | was being stupid 

showing how ignorant | was. There's nothing like 
going to the top, ight? 

So I was just rambling, and Jonathan took me 

seriously, He called up Cousin Luke, who was plan- 


Entering the sport with absolutly no wrestling training, Dawn Marie got some on- 
the-job training from Jazz, one of the toughest women in the business (above). 
ning a small independent show. He asked Luke fo. Fortunately Storm was on hand to lend some assistance when needed (right) 


get me on the show, and he called me up. sal, “Jonathan 
I was only kidding. I can't wrestle. l'm not doing it." He said, 
“Just do it for me, as a favor, and you don't have to do it 
again.” became a manager and created this Ийе character, 
Right away, wanted to be a heel, because | was а Sherri 
Martel fan. For ту first match, I managed Tony Alias against 
Jimmy Snuka. 


с They'd been off TV for a long time, but, to me, they were 


still main-eventing MSG, because that was the last time | 
had watched it! I've been in many arenas in my years, and 
1 can still see that gym crystal-clear in my mind today. | 
walked out through the curtain. You know those movie 
scenes where everything stops? | still remember the peo- 
ple's faces. | swear, on my kids, that's what happened. | 
thought, Oh, God, this is what I'm supposed to do for the 
rest of my life. 

That was on a Friday. On Monday, called my job and 
said І was quitting. My supervisor said, "Are you kidding 
me?" She tried to talk me out of it. She said, “You're mak 
ing a big mistake. You're 24 years old, you're director of 
firm, we gave you this chance, and we believe in you. 
said, "Thank you, І know, І know—and I'm sorry. 


No. Then she goes, "We'll talk about it when you come in 
‘and get your stuff." And | said to her, “No, throw them out 


“Successful wrestlers get this 
money when they're young, they 

y t will last forever, but they 
retire in their 40s. If you didn't do 
the right things with your money in 
your youth, then you're kind of 
screwed because you still have a 
long life to live.” 


Im never coming back." So | don't have any of 
mas, my licenses, nothing— never went back. My fathe 
wanted to kill me 

He probably thought you were running away to join 
the circus, 

Il I did. | went back to the bars where | used to bartend 
and got my jobs back. І started working the independent 
circuit, and І would drive anywhere from Michigan to 
Florida by myself. took any booking І could get. Jimmy 
Snuka, who l'd met at my first show ever, took me by the 
hand and helped me. І was Jimmy Snuka's first female 
valet ever. | remember sitting in a diner with him. | looked 
at him and asked, “You don't hit on me. You don't expect 

e. feel comfortable with you. Why do you 
ause this is my life. 


Q: That was deep. 


А: 


said something in you. М І don't gi 


‘and teach you, then it dies with me. And my life has meant 
nothing. 
And your relationship with him has come full circle. 

Jimmy's been like a dad to me. He introduced me to the pho- 
tographers who worked for PWM and the other magazines. He 
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you my life 


The bulk of Dawn's physical involvement was catfights against the likes 
о! Tammy Sytch (above) and Francine (igh). Though Tammy was aIiend 
at the time and remains so to this day, Dawn Marie has no use for 
Francine, 


asked them to consider putting me in the magazines. І ended 
Up in the magazines just about every month, so that gave me 


а big boost. Then І did my part, doing my $25 gigs and $50 
Gigs. In 1995, ota сай rom Buh Buh Ray Dudley to do а one 
day stint with Sunny in ECW. Back then, the giris weren't as 
risqué as hey are now, except for Sable coming out with those 
latex hands on her boobs. Anyway, he asked me й1 would mind 
being stripped down to my bra and panties. 


A: Probably! І didn't know what to say. | was about to call 
Lance Diamond, because he was my best friend in the 
business at the time. Then І remembered a lesson that | 
learned from one of the old-timers: You do what you're 

І asked to the best of your ability, and that's how you will 
become great in this industry. That night, I went up to Buh 
Buh and said | would do it. And Tammy Lynn Sytch ripped 
my dress off at the ECW Arena in my first match there. 


A: Yeah, because й just hadn't been done before. And Lance 

Storm and I had such chemistry right from the beginning 

Buh Buh called me the next week and said, "Do you want 

І to go to New Orleans?" І said, "Sure, where do І pick up 
ту plane tickets?” He said to me, "Who the hell do you 

| think you are? You did one show and you think you're a 
| princess now? if you want the shot, go get a pen and I'l 
give you the names of the three buildings and the days you 
need to be there. If you're there, you'll get the job. If not, | 
guess you didn't want it.” Well, І was there and І did the 
three days. After that, Paul [Heyman] called me up and 
created а spot for me because he loved the chemistry 
between Lance and me. 


А: I sil сай him my Lance. We used to laugh in WWE because | 
would ask for my Lance. "Have you seen my Lance?" At that 
time, we were working against Francine and Shane Douglas. 
Shane was a natural teacher. Every night after the match, he 
would sit with me for literally 45 minutes to an hour. We 
would go through the match from beginning to end. We would 
talk about timing, positioning, why this happened, why this 
went wrong, and why this went well. That was an education 
1 couldn't have got anywhere else. A pet peeve of mine is 
when a girl asks about her spot and then walks away. To me, 
you need to know the match from the beginning to end 
Because if I'm watching і for the first time, how can | react 
to before the fans do? Does that make sense? 


А: Exactly. So Lance would always make sure | knew that 
match from beginning to end. If | don't know what's going 
to happen in the ring, and something goes awry, and my 
job as manager is to distract the referee or the fans, then 
how can І cover a mistake if | don't know it's a mistake? 
So І was very fortunate in the beginning because | had 
Lance and І had Shane. Don't ask me about Francine, 
because І don't like her. 


“І cried every day going to work 
I hated it. This is what I worked 
for? I had done what I was 
supposed to do, but I was 
unhappy and miserable." 


А: | had great chemistry with Tammy. To this day, she's still 
my friend. She really helped me a lot and she was very 
welcoming to me, Because Tammy was coming off WWE 
I was no threat to he 
One of my most vivid memories of the era was Lita— 
аз Miss Congeniality holding down Tammy while you 
paddled her on national television. 

: Oh, yeah. 
Then you knocked out Miss Congeniality with the paddle! 
: Yes, 1 did, and she's one of my best friends in the business. How 
bad is that? There's nothing like beating up your best friend. 
That had to be the apex—the most fun times. 
: What I loved about ECW is that we were all so young and 
a all worked so hard 


to get it We were still trying to prove ourselves worthy, We 
had this pool of amazing talent that Paul put together, and 
Taz used to call it the Land of Misfit Toys. We were the 
ones that no one else wanted, but we had the talent, and 
Paul was the only one who could see it and get it out of us. 
To me, Paul's genius was watching you perform and show- 
casing your strengths, but, instead of hiding your weak 
nesses, he would make you work on them—he wouldn't 
allow you to just ide them. 

It sounds like he actually worked with you, which a lot 
of bookers and promoters don't do. 

A: By emphasizing your strengths, he allowed you to build 
this inner confidence while you worked on your weak: 
nesses. After a while, | felt invincible because | was 
in my craft and | felt that | had someone w 
me enough to help me, teach me, and develop me. He 
knew everybody like the back of his hand. I'd be in goril- 
la, for example, and if | was nervous about going out and 


I you were going to compete in ECW, you had better be able to brace 
yourself for some violence. That included Dawn Marie, who is tabled by 
the Dudleys. 


тш ой (тна weestirey 


2 


WRESTLERI 


doing something, he would come up to me and whisper 
something in my ear, and I'd be like, "You're right І can do 
this. I'm ready to go. Is it my turn yet?” He knew just what 
to say and when to say й. I love Paul. І could give you а 
16-page interview just on Paul 


: People can say what they want about Paul, good or bad, 


but Paul was а genius at what he did. Paul has created 
more stars in this business than anyone else, when you. 
(consider how many appeared in ECW and went from ECW 
to WWE. Paul saw star qualities in people that others 
wouldn't have given a second thought about. І mean, look 
at what Paul did with Brock Lesnar in WWE, I'm not one 
that drank Paul's Kool-Aid, but even if people have ill feel- 
ings about him, they can't take his achievements away 
from him. 


That all depends on who your boyfriend is (laughs). Pat 
was on the lower echelon of the card, so it didn't make it 
any easier for me. | was a bigger star than Pat was, so it 
did nothing for me for him to be my boyfriend. Francine. 
was dating Tommy Dreamer for so long, she could treat 
anybody any way she wanted and get away with it, 


Ninety percent of the catfights between Francine and | 
were real. 


Yes, in Canada. You know how girls take their shoes off 
and go barefoot to do their spots? І never did that because 
that was telegraphing what | was going to do next— took 
my craft very seriously. І was behind the curtain in Canada 
and took my shoes off to get ready and do a run-in. Paul 
looked at me, looked at my shoes, and he goes, “What are 
you going to do?" | said to him, " love you. І won't screw 
up your show, but I've had enough of her. That was the 
catfight of catfights. It was pretty bad.” 


: Yes, they pulled me off her. | was sure that | would get 


fired, but that didn't happen. 


: It was an accumulation of years of taking it and taking й. 


She would refer to me as “she,” "her," and “і” to my face, 
If we were talking about what to do for a match, she 
wouldn't say, “Hey, Dawn, I'm going to come in over here." 
She would be like, “Lance, can you tell her this?” When 1 
was standing right there. Just stupid stuff like that. | used 


“І went back to the bars where I 
used to bartend and got my jobs 
back. I started working the 
independent circuit, and I would 
drive anywhere from Michigan to 
Florida by myself.” 


to get really upset. Finally, Joey Styles saw me crying in 
the lockerroom that day in Canada. He goes, 
wrong, Dawn?" І said, “І can't take it anymore. 

“The company's going under. What does it m. 

what you want. 

That's advice wouldn't expect him to give. 

Well his was right at the end, when ECW was going down 
and people weren't getting paid. Francine and me ... that 
feud was legit. 

As far as being a manager in full flower, that would 
have to be the time you were managing The Impact 
Players, Lance Storm and Justin Credible. Is that when 
you felt you were at the top of your game? 

: Those were my happy days. | loved being in wrestling. | 
loved learning and working with Lance. I loved working for 
ECW and Paul Heyman. 

І always enjoyed that bratty debutante persona you 
had. | remember you used to yell, “I'm a star, I'ma 
star!" Where did you get that from? 


Dawn Hare opened up Michal Mol eyes to a few] 
basie facts of Ме, including who and who not to trust. The 
‘wo women would en 


А: Ihave no idea where | 
character traits from t 
Chrissy Snow of Three jf the stuff that 
used to come out of my mouth, we would just look at each 
other afterward. | would be so much into the character 
because fore | became a wrestler 


ime up with that. | got a lot of my 
and a lot from 
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aul Heyman really wanted me. І was 


learning to wrestle when ECW was going 
under. І could have kept doing catfights 
with Francine, or І could be great by 
learning how to wrestle, which is where 
the business was going. Paul Heyman 
knew that, so he wanted me to work out 
hard and learn how to wrestle, and then 
send him footage and pictures of myself 
afterward, Раш hand-delivered it, and I 
got a phone call. Paul was pivotal. He's 
the one who got me my job. 
ct h n 
at accepted from the beginning? 
A: They told me from the beginning that they 
didn't want that ditzy character. They 
wanted women to be perceived as strong, 
individual women, so I had to create a 
new character, which was sort of like 
Susan Lucci, a Soap opera-ish type villain. 


= | think he was great. He always had a 
great face on, always happy. He Was 
thrown into some crazy stuff. 


It was very easy for a beautiful woman to be caught up in the action in WWE, as the 


120-pounder becomes the meat for а Matt Hardy/Fikishi sandwich. 


А: | had the most fun in ECW because it was more of my own 
craft, being who 1 am. I loved working with Paul, with him 
saying, “I need you in Georgia for a 15-minute spot. You 
have 30 seconds for the promo—go!” To me, that was the 
craft. When І went to WWE, they gave you a script to fol- 
low, so, to me, й was just two different worlds. I loved ту, 
work in ECW, but | have to say my better work was in 
WWE, particularly the storyline with Torrie Wilson's dad. 
And, in WWE, | had to wrestle, so there were more dimen- 

sions to my job. 


A: | know, right? Was he the first ever to be killed off? 


А: Yeah, | was really upset about it. From what | understand, 
there was a lot more that was supposed to come after- 
ward, but someone decided to squash it. But that was a 
Paul Heyman creation. 


riginal, You and 


id you feel you were on th 


А: You know what my biggest regret in wrestling is? Let me 


give you a good piece of trivia. My biggest regret in wres- 
tling is that | never did a WrestleMania. | was at a 
WrestleMania, but never performed at WrestleMania. But 
my most stressful moment was when Smackdown was 
live and | had to get married. 


Yeah, but they had given me my script at 5:00 at night and 
we were going live at 7:00, and | had to get dressed in a 
Wedding gown. As | was walking out to the gorilla, Vince 
[McMahon] came over and gave me a big hug and a pat 
оп the shoulder, and said, "You're going to be great. You 
make sure you get Al through the whole thing. i's on you. 
But, don't worry, you're going to be great." 1 don't know 
whether that was a compliment or a threat (laughs). That 
was really stressful for me because that was live and there 
was so much verbiage, and then I had to get AI through it 
What if he forgot stuff 

So that was my most nerve-wracking moment. My most 
memorable moment, when І really knew І had made it in 
the business, was when | was standing underneath Ihe 
TitanTron and | was going to wrestle Mae and Moolah. 1 
went in first because they were going to come out second. 


Yeah, and І did the job also! Poor Wendi 
1 have a lot of respect for Vince and the entire family 
because they asked us to do a lot, but they didn't expect 
us to do anything more than they would do themselves. 
When we went to Iraq, Vince went with us. When they 
pushed us to the limit, they were pushing themselves just 
as hard and just as crazy. 


: Exactly. So how can you say you don't want to look stupid 


or bombastic? Well, they ve made themselves look stupid 
and bombastic. How can you say no to something they ve. 
asked you to do that's within reason when they ve бопе 
even more? So, to me, they lead by example and | have a 
lot of respect for Vince because what president or CEO or 
owner of a company that huge is available to you? At any 
TV show, І could walk up to Vince and have a conversation 
with him if | had to talk to him about something. l'm not 
saying he'll give me а half-hour, but І had something on 


Dawn Marie never wanted to be considered sweet, but what else can she 
be after wrestling Torrie Wilson in а vat of chocolate? 
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In her most memorable WWE storyline, Dawn Marie Mit with Al Wilson, 


the father of Torrie Wilson (above). The two would later marry Пе), but 
poor М would tace his demise while over-exerting himself оп the honey- 
тооп. Their personal grudge would, naturally, соте to a head in a wres- 
ting ring (opposite page) 


my mind, І could ask Vince if he had a moment, and he 
ld say sure. l'd get at least five minu 
He wouldn't tell you to go to Human Resources. 
If it were something that he couldn't resolve in five min- 
utes, he would tell us to call Johnny [Laurinaitis] and make 
an appointment and come up to Stamford. I have respect 
for that. 
1 understand. Your feud with Jackie Gayda over the 
affections of Charlie Haas ... | recall that you beat 
Jackie, which was a rare win for you, at Armageddon. 
Then Charlie broke it off with both of you. Is that the 
way it was supposed to end? 
supposed to go further, but they just cut 
it short for some reason. One of us might have done some- 
thing to annoy someone. 
It was almost too tidy an ending. 
That was the same thing with 
оо. All of a sudden, it just ended 
but that was my fault 
You think so? 
Yeah, | got into а bar fight in Louisville, Kentucky. 
Of course. What else would you do in Louisville? 
: The boys got into the fight first, and the girl who started it 
as standing there ай proud because the boys were fighting 
over her. | decided that wasn't right The guys can't do any- 


"People can say what they want 
about Paul, good or bad, but Paul 
was a genius at what he did. Paul 
has created more stars in this 
business than anyone else.” 


thing to her, but a girl can. So І walked 
her in the face. Yeah, І know that wasn't very nice. | had a 
few drinks in me. | believe that was the reason why they cut 
the Torrie Wilson angle short. Гт not sure, but it was around. 
the same time, so | think that was my punishment. 
: It sounds like you had a Francine flashback 
It was a stupid flashback. When you're in that world, and 
not bragging about it and it's not something I'm proud of, 
that's what happens. | take responsibility for й. But й goes 
Ж to that life cycle | was talking about earlier You're so 
рей up in that world 275 
forget there's a real Ме and a real world out there. It 
was so stupid of me to walk over to someone and punch 
them in the face. Who am І to do that? It's so immature and 
ts wrong on so many levels. But because you're in that 
world, for some weird reason, for that moment, you think 
okay to do that. | wish | could take it back, but I can't 


fer and punched 


ear, you become that 
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rectly, your last appearance occurred 


when you managed Lance Storm against Chris Jericho 
at One Night Stand. Didn't you think that was an 
appropriate end for you, considering you were with 
Lance Storm early in your career and the 

and Jericho used to be tag team partners? 


t that he 


At the urging ot Heyman, Dawn Marie worked hard to improve her wrestling 
kit and make herself more marketable. n a match for tne affections of 
Charlie Haas, who served as referee, Dawn Marie beat Jackie Gayda at 
Armageddon 2004. іх months later, would be бауда who d marry Haas. 


А: | was pregnant. 

А: | was the only pregnant woman to ever enter the ring. І 
was three months pregnant, actually. That was the best 
sendoff ever. didn't know I was going to be fired, but, for 
my last match with WWE, I couldn't ask for anything better 
than for it to have been with Lance—just because we 
weren't allowed to work together throughout the whole 
time | was there. My first and last big match was with 
Lance, my Lance. 


Dawn is ever-grateful for the time and interest Jimmy Snuka gave her 
сапу in her career. Dawn's Wrestlers Rescue organization was able to 
таве $24,000 to offset ће costs of the “Superf” recent foot and ankle 
surgery. Here, the two pose with а soldier at a recent meet and greet. 


: When | got pregnant, they took me off the road because | 
couldn't wrestle and they wanted to try to think of some- 
thing to do with me. Then | received a phone call stating that 
they couldn't think of anything creative for me, so they 
released me about a month later. That was the timeline. 

Yeah, my character was so manipulative and out of sorts, 

we could ve done a "Whose baby is that?" storyline. And 

not only that, but I had been in the industry for so many 
years, | knew how to cogitate, knew how to interview, and 

other things where they didn't have to see my belly. І 


could've been a backstage interviewer or something, but 
they didn't think they needed that at that moment. 


: I did sue the WWE for wrongful termination. 


Yes. That's when І started Wrestlers Rescue. | wanted to 
таке lemonade out of lemons, 
Bosch 

ing days on a friendly 
Oh, yeah, Nidia and Jackie Gayda are my best friends 
Through Wrestlers Rescue, І do get to speak to a lot of peo- 
ple on a regular basis. So I'm very active in the business. 1 
would say I'm more active today in the industry than | ever 
was. I'm just not on TV. l'm very active behind the scenes. 


1 talk to Paul on a regular basis. Paul will be in my life for 
the rest of my life. | hold my friendship with Paul Heyman 


very dearly. 


Dawn Marie is no less active since her 2005 retirement, running 
Wrestlers Rescue, MUDA Multimedia Entertainment for the benefit of Iraq 
‘and Afghanistan war veterans, and, of course, raising two kids. 


Can Paul Heyman Form A Super Stable In WWE? 


Though he came back to 
WWE to help Brock Lesnar, 
Paul Heyman is now feeling 
the itch to once again do 
what he does besi—guid- 
ing a stable of wrestlers to 
the top of a promotion. But 
whether Heyman will be 
able to scratch that itch in 
WWE remains to be seen 


BY FRANK KREWDA 


еп an opportunity —usually after 

years of hard work—to toil at his 
job simply for the sheer pleasure it 
brings him. Being able to do what he 
loves just because he loves doing itis 
the reward for the time and effort he's 
dedicated to his career. 

Paul Heyman has worked in just 
about every capacity in the wrestling 
business over the years—from taking 


І: MAN is lucky, he will be giv- 
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photos for this very magazine as a teen, 
to running ECW, one of the most influ- 
ential promotions of all-time, to han- 
dling Brock Lesnar's business affairs. 
Heyman's contributions have been both 
outstanding and lasting. He was voted. 
Manager of the Year by PW/ readers in 
1992 and inducted into the Wrestling. 
Observer Hall of Fame in 2005. 

Indeed, Heyman can look back at his 
career and be proud of what he has ac- 
complished, especially in WCW during the 
early-1990s when he formed and led The 
Dangerous Alliance, widely recognized as 
the best faction ever (see sidebar). 

Heyman returned to WWE in mid- 
April to act as Lesnar's legal represen- 
tative in his ongoing business dispute. 
with WWE. Over the past few months, 
however, he's surveyed the playing field 
and, according to insiders, is develop- 
ing a plan that far exceeds his original 
purposes. Heyman, they say, has grown. 
very nostalgic for his old managerial 
days and is determined to reprise the 
Paul E. Dangerously method of manag- 
ing in WWE. 


This claim should come as по sur- 
prise, for guiding wrestlers and tag 
teams to world titles—and all the 
scheming and intriguing that comes 
along with it—has always been what 
drives Heyman. It's the one aspect of 
pro wrestling he loves and misses most. 


Heyman led Lesnar to а WWE world ttle 
back in 2002 (left, and most recently 
returned to help Brock in his WWE contract 
dispute (below). However, WWE insiders say 


Heyman wants to do much more than help 
his fend. 


Make no mistake. Heyman came 
back to WWE to help his friend and 
client, Lesnar, in his time of need, and 
‚considered his return to be more of ап 
obligation to Brock than an invitation 
^o work at his life's passion. But now 
that Heyman's entrenched once again 


CM Punk and Randy Orton are reportedly very high on Heyman's managerial wish list. Heyman 
says neither man is fully appreciated by WWE management, and with them, he could reprise yet 


another version of The Dangerous Aliance. 
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AND FALL 
OF THE 
DANGEROUS 
ALLIANCE 


While Paul E. Dangerously was de- 
spised by plenty of WCW fans and wres 
tlers in the валу-'905, he was also re 
‘garded as a brilliant wrestling mind and 
an innovator. So when he herded Rick 
Rude, Steve Austin, Am Anderson, Larry 
Zbyzsko, Bobby Eaton, and Madusa into 
The Dangerous Alliance in 1992, only 
those on the fringes of Ihe sport were 
surprised by the coup. 

The talents and accomplishments of 
The Dangerous Alliance members spoke 
for themselves. Under Heyman's watch, 
Rude, who held several NWA territorial 
championships, would defeat Sling for 
the WCW U.S. title. Austin would enjoy 
two WCW TV title reigns. Anderson would 
win the WCW World tag title with Eaton, 
while Madusa and Zbyzsko served the 
group in a variety of capacities 

As the manager and mastermind of 
The Dangerous Alliance, Heyman's main 
duties were to keep his wrestlers in line 
for various title shots, and to keep six 
very accomplished and egotistical wres- 
ters working for the good of the group 
But even the brilliant Heyman could not 
sustain the unity for long. As with any 
collection of great talent, the individuals 
proved unable to suppress their personal 
ambitions so that the team might prosper. 

The first signs of tension occurred at 
Wrestle War on May 17, 1992, when the 
‘group booted Zbyzsko following a blunder 
that cost The Dangerous Alliance a War 
Games match vs. Sting, Rick Steamboat 
Barry Windham, Dustin Rhodes, and Niki- 
ta КООП. After Zbyzsko's ouster, Rude and 
Madusa left, while Eaton and Anderson 
‘sought an alliance with Michael Hayes. 
Soon, Heyman would leave WCW follow- 
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ing a contract dispute and The Dangerous 
Aliance was disbanded. 

But, just because a new Heyman-led 
version of the group has yet to emerge 
doesn't mean Heyman has forgotten what 
his stable accomplished, or how he drove 
them to such tremendous achievements. 

"The credit for any success The Dan- 
gerous Alliance has ever had belongs to 
me,” said Heyman, who was only 27 
when he formed the group. “And the 
responsibility for any failures belong 
to me as well. My track record speaks 
for itself, and І don't back away from it, 
because l've had the guts to reach for 
heights that so many can only hope to 
fall from. You know, I didn't choose the 
name Paul E. Dangerously because it 
was cool. That name was a reflection 
of my mind, abilities, and capabilities, 
and | am stil the most dangerous man 
in sports-entertainment today. And no 
TV executive, wrestler, or billionaire can 
stop me this time around!” 

—Frank Krewda 


Heyman's success with the Dangerous 
Aliance earned him the 1982 Manager of 
The Year award 


| 


(Getting 


оп Raw, observers say nothing short 
of making a Dangerous Alliance-style 
‘splash will satisfy him. 

“1 know Heyman for a long time, and 
know he's up to something,” said WWE 
commentator Jerry Lawler, who has 
clashed with Heyman several times in 
the past. “Before anybody ever heard the 
‘name ‘Dangerous Alliance, 1 was fighting 
off Heyman's thugs. And the way he's act- 
ing now is like déja vu.” 

Lawier's suspicions are driven by re- 
cent comments attributed to Heyman 
by backstage observers at recent WWE 
events. Though he's stopped short of di- 
rectly approaching any WWE wrestlers, 
Heyman is said to have remarked openly 
about how much he'd Ike to manage WWE 
heavyweight champion GM Punk, Dolph 
Ziggler, Randy Orton, and others. 

And while Heyman doesn’t deny hav- 
ing expressed an interest in managing 
‘once again, he asserts that his motives 
аге business-related, not whimsical. 

“Any one who thinks I'm on a nos- 


Fal By Gorge hes 


‘When Lou E. Dangerous) 


d mimicking Heyman and tried to form The New Dangerous Alliance in ECW di 


ing the 


late-90s, neither Heyman nor the fans went or IL Heyman feels Ihe me to relaunch The Dangerous Alliance in WWE 


couldn't be bet 


talgia trip is performing a vel 


shoddy 
psychoanalysis of me,” Heyman sai 
First of all, me and Brock are already а 
dangerous alliance. But when І see CM 
Punk, the best wrestler in the world, be- 
ing continually underappreciated by man- 
agement, when | see Randy Orton being 
more concerned with putting smiles on 
people's faces than winning titles, when 
1 see a future main-eventer—Dolph Zig 
gler—on the mid-card instead of head- 
lining WrestleMania, | see how easy it 
uld be to expand my dangerous alli 
ance with ай the young talent in need of 
ту most unique services. 
No question, Heyman possesses the 
urrect the manager role 
vance of factions in WWE That 
full-time managers (aside 
in WWE 


there are 
from Vickie Guerrero) or stab 


these days опу seems to 
stance that mana 

have become passé, and that Heyman is 
xtimating his potential value to WWE 


to carry around? Besides, the 
powers-that-be in WWE know thei 
tory. They saw what Heyman did in ti 
AWA, WCN, and in ECW. They'll never 
let him accumulate that much influen 
and power again, trust me." 
Lawler might be right. lt can be argued 
gers role has 
come unnecessary. These days, it seems 
wrestlers need Ийе more than a pretty girl 
omer to captivate fans. And with 
nore wrestlers perfecting their 
promo skills on the indy level and through 


cial media, fewer and fewer need a 
manager to do their speaking for them. 

Heyman, though, remains convinced 
that he could perform a vital role in to- 
day's WWE. “І won't insult your intel 
ligence by displaying false modesty, 
Heyman said. “am the best evaluator of 
talent іп combat sports, period. Not even 
Vince McMahon can match me. Twent 
two out of past 25 main-event attrac- 
tions over the past two decades got to 
the top because of my involvement. If 
1 didn't sign a talent, | developed him, 
and if | didn't develop him, І drafted him 
Hell | took a band of cast-offs and revo- 
lotionized the business with ECW, No- 
body can tell me WWE wouldn't like me 
to do the same thing for them!" 

And even if they didn't, would that 
stop him? 
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Call Him A Stooge ... Call Him A Sellout ... 


But You Can't Call Him Wrong! 


INDEED, WWE FANS WERE LEFT WITH A 
BAD TASTE IN THEIR MOUTHS AFTER THE BIG 
SHOW ALIGNED HIMSELF WITH JOHN LAURI- 
NAITIS THIS SPRING, BUT THAT WAS ONLY 
BECAUSE EVERY REASON SHOW GAVE FOR 
SELLING OUT TO “BIG JOHNNY” WAS VALID 


BY FRANK KREWDA 


that's because it does. When facts prevent us from dismissing criticism as mere 


І FIT SEEMS that criticism stings just а little bit more when it's accurate or justified, 


opinion, responding harshly is our natural instinct. 


The Big Show understands this all too well, which is why he couldn't wait to 
unleash his vitriol on John Cena and the WWE Universe after linking up with John 


Laurinaitis in May. 


Show made the mistake of mimicking Laurinaitis’ voice on Raw in early-May, 
which led to the former Raw GM firing Show in an embarrassingly emotional seg- 
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ment on live TV. As the “World's Largest Athlete” blubbered in the ring, the fans in 
attendance expressed very little remorse or indignation. There were no tweets or 

book posts blasting “Big Johnny's" shoddy treatment of The Big Show, and WWE 
was not flooded with e-mails from outraged fans. Even Show's longtime ally, John 
Cena, opted to clown around with Laurinaitis later in the program, rather than take 
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and neither did Cena, apparently. 
So didn't think twice when John 
[Laurinaitis] made his offer." 
Though it might not be popu- 
lar to admit it right now, The Big 
Show was justified with joining 
Laurinaitis. That he put his wres- 
"ling potential on the back burner 
all these years so that he could 
put smiles on the fans’ faces is 
irrefutable. His victory over In- 
tercontinental champion Cody 
Rhodes at WrestleMania 28 may 
have made him the first wres- 
tler in company history to win 
all of the promotion's titles, but 
Shows role as entertainer surely 
prevented him from being a thor- 
‘oughly dominant wrestle. 


WWE fans were aghast when The Big Show joined forces with John Laurinaitis, but in light of the way Show 


was been disrespected, he's earned to right to follow whichever career path he chooses. 


him to task over what he did to The Big 
Show earlier in the broadcast. 

So The Big Show waited ... and wait- 
ed... and never received any support 
from the fans or his WWE co-workers. 
Finally, when it seemed certain that ev- 
erybody was going to simply accept his 
firing, "Big Johnny" shoved an ironclad 
Contract with a fat signing bonus under 
Show's nose, and the big man signed 
оп the dotted line, despite the fact that 
it was Laurinaitis, himself, who initiated 
this chain of events. A week after be- 
Ing so thoroughly humiliated by his new 
benefactor, Show attacked Cena on Raw. 

Fighting on Laurinaitis’ behalf elic- 
ited the kind of outrage Show felt WWE 


fans should have aimed at Laurinaitis the 
previous week, and he wasted no time in 
explaining how he could join forces with 
the very man who took his job away. 

“I was-on my knees in the middle 
of the ring, literally begging for my job, 
and what happened? Not one wrestler 
even attempted to help me,” Show rea- 
soned. “Brodus Clay came out and did a 
dance routine. John Cena came out and 
cracked some jokes. The fans? No good- 
bye chants, not even a boo. And after all 
the sacrifices І made over the years to 
entertain them. After losing my job, | had 
to think about my family. Why would I 
care about what the fans thought? They 
haven't cared about me for 12 years 


Need somebody to imitate 
Rakishi or Hulk Hogan? "Show, 
you're up!" Need a sideshow 
at WrestleMania? "Hey Show, how's a 
sumo match with Akebono or boxing 
match with Floyd Mayweather Jr. grab 
ya?” “Win or lose, Show, always give 
em a smile." 

Entertaining stuff, for sure, but were 
The Big Show allowed to remain true 
to himself rather then serve as WWE's 
resident dancing bear, he might have 
become the most dominant WWE wres- 
tier since Andre the Giant, and therein 
lies the justification for Show's actions, 

On the other hand, as Show readily 
admits, he made the calculated business 
decision to be an “entertainer” through- 
out his career. When the WWE fans and 
wrestlers sat on their hands while Lau- 
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Whether its been by greeting tens personally (lef, planting a kiss on Vicki Guerrero (middle), or dressing up as Santa 
Clause at Christmas (right), Show selflessly put the fans ahead of his own ambitions over the years. Things might have 
tumed out in differently in WWE had the fans reciprocated the consideration when Show was fired in eary-May. 
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finaitis humiliated him on Raw, though: 
Show finally realized that he'd made the 
wrong decision. Clearly, if the fans cared 
at all about Show, they would have reg- 
istered at least some discontent with his 
firing. But they didn't. 

Their silence was a slap in the face 
to а man who cast aside his professional 
‘ambitions for years to keep them laugh- 
ing. After the disrespect he was shown 
їп May, The Big Show would have been 
а fool —not to mention a negligent family 
man—to refuse Laurinaitis’ offer. When 
he says the fans don't care about him, 
he is correct. Their apathy about his fir- 
ing proved it. Therefore, nobody can 
knock The Big Show for doing what he 
‘sees best for his career. Finally, he has 
what he's wanted since joining WWE in 
1998; financial security and the freedom 
to wrestle ike a seven-foot, 441-pound 
giant should—without the pressure of 
catering to fans, who apparently don't 
appreciate him, Clearly, it is illogical to 
fault Show for what he's done. 

However, logic is no consolation to 
Cena, Clay, Vince McMahon, R-Truth, Alex 
Riley, and Kofi Kingston who have all felt 
the unvarnished power and fury of The 
Big Show's recent rampages. To date, 
only Gena has gained a measure of re- 
venge by defeating Show at No Way Out 
pay-per-view in June, which led to Lauri- 
пай being fired from WWE as per match 
stipulation, But even with Laurinaitis out 
of the picture, Cena stil has an agitated 
and motivated giant to contend with. 

“І can't believe things got to this 
point with Show," Cena said. “But | 
think it's nuts that a seven-toot giant 
would expect me to fight his battles for 
him. Look, it held a grudge against ev- 
ery wrestler that didn't help me when 
1 needed it, I'd have heat with half the 
locker room. Show needs to get over it." 

if by “get over it Cena is implying 
that The Big Show needs to start tak- 
Ing matters into his own hands even 
more frequently, he’s courting danger. 
Though Cena defeated Show at No Way 
Out, the trail of busted bodies already 
left in Show's wake suggests WWE is on 
the brink of a very violent shakeup. And 
When he starts laying waste to WWE in 
earnest, neither the fans nor Cena will 
have the right to complain, because The 
"Big Show was right ай along. a 


Thanks to his "ironclad". 
tract, Big Show says he can now 
‘wrestle as a giant, not a 


entertainer. den wis, 
better_suited!tOr°brutalizing| 
swrestiors like Mark Henry than | 
There's по telling 

int the multi-time 

WWE champion would have been. 
had WWE encouraged him to 
his natural abilities 
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DIE EDWARDS 


6,214 
Pro: 10 
2006: 496 
2009: 92 
2010:37 
2011:9 
s: ROH heavyweight 
RON tag team 
ROH TV 
| NECW tag team (4 times) 
NECW Iron 8 championship (2 times) 
mF TV 
FCP championship 
ACW junior heavyweight 
20W tag team 
TRP heavyweight 
Ü zwi Awards: None 


0): Edwards’ offense is not flashy but very 
effective, mainly because Eddie wisely does not try to exceed 
his limitations. Edwards takes advantage of his natural agility 
and strength and does very well using an assortment of high- 
impact moves like suplexes, cutters, and stunners, which he 
augments with several submission holds and the occasional 
aerial maneuver. 


The root of Edwards’ defense is his con- 
Servative offensive approach. He rarely over-commits to a ma- 
neuver, which always leaves him in proper position to escape 
or counter his opponents" moves. Eddie's measured pace may 
grow tiresome to some fans aver the course of a longer match, 
but this methodical style has served him well 
CONDITIONING (9.5): It is rare to see Edwards tire even 
in longer bouts, and many of his matches tur into marathons 
exactly because of his tremendous conditioning and stamina 
: One look at Edwards’ physique will tell you 
he won't make a living by out-muscling true power merchants 
like Michael Elgin. However, Edwards possesses the kind of 
strength that adds joting punch to his strikes, extra snap to his 


Edwards is versatile enough to brawl or trade blows with any wrestler in ROH, 
y's on the mat or chain wrestling against other skilled 


but is at his best when 
Grapplers, such as Shelton Benjamin. 


suplexes, and deadly torque on his submission holds, Edwards 
strength is suited perfectly for his wrestling style. 

PEED (9.0): Edwards doesn't have the kind of speed that 
enables him to snap off a string of lucha maneuvers a la Sin 
Cara. However, few wrestlers are faster in transition than Ed- 
wards, whose athleticism and balance help him move from the 
mat to а standing position and back to the 
mat in the blink of an eye. 
A ТО ABSO) SH 

10,0): Edwards’ ability to per 
severe though pain is the stuff of legend. 
Не has wrestled while concussed and 
after suffering broken bones In the ring 
Whether he wins or loses, nobody is going 
to batter Edwards to the point of quitting. 
That gives him a tremendous psycho- 
logical advantage against opponents who 
may get frustrated by his durability, al- 
though such toughness could come back 
to haunt him later in his career. 

7.5): ROH fans and 
wrestlers alike respect Edwards, but his 
vanilla personality and workmanlike de- 
meanor don't encourage frenzied, fanati- 
cal support. Perhaps Edwards feels his 
status as ROW' first triple-crown cham 
pion speaks for itself. Regardless, Eddie 
lacks bearing and has no aura. At times 
it seems unyielding confidence in himself 
and his abilities is the only intangible Ed- 
wards draws upon. 


Eddie's technical ability and core wres- 
tling skills are second to none, as are his will to win 
and his physical and mental toughness. Edwards is а 
proven commodity in ROH, and fans appreciate his fight 
ing spirit, despite the reserved manner in which he car- 
Ties himself. 

ES: If Edwards were wrestling in the 
1960s or "705 instead of 2012, his all-business style 
would be considered an asset, not a liability. But as we 
all know, today's wrestlers must be able to whip fans 
into a frenzy with what they say as much as they can 
with what they do. In a promotion that features several 
talented, mid-sized wrestlers who can shine on the mat 
Edwards fails to set himself apart. А fundamental lack of 
marketability is his biggest weakness. 

In the past, "Die Hard" was always a sure. 
bet to contend for the ROH heavyweight, TV, or tag team 
titles. But that's no longer a given. His recent associa- 
tion with Adam Cole and a feud with Mike Bennett suggest 
that while he's only 27, he is willing to take on something of a 
veteran's role in helping groom ROH's younger talent. If Eddie 
wants more for himself, though, a jump to TNA or WWE is not 
out of the question. 1 


Most wrestlers would be toast following а Doomsday Device from The Briscoe Brothers, but not 
Edwards, whose "Die Hard" nickname fits him perfectly. Eddie may not cut а very intimidating fig- 
ure in the ring, but few wrestlers are more resilient. 
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CHRISTOPHER DANIELS & KAZARIAN 
(CLA wer tag team champions __ 
2 RHETT TITUS & KENNY KING 


он tag мәт champions 
3 көн KINGSTON & R-TRUTH 


[rr 

4 KURT ANGLE & AJ STYLES 
(EM сопа тш 

5 LEAKEE & MIKE DALTON — 


GFW tog teom compl 
6 JUN AKIYAMA & AKITOSHI SAITO 


C). 1 contender THA Wold be 


7 CHRISTIAN 


WI intercontinental champion 
DOLPH ZIGGLER 


не, 2 contender WWE Wor tte 
KEVIN STEEN 


С) паг of honne ацы compton 
10 JUN AKIYAMA 


(C) ag tam champions 
7 JON DAVIS & KORY CHAVIS 


[rrr 
8 MANABU SOYA & TAKAO ОМОР! 


(10 rii teed en champions 
9 CHARLIE HAAS & SHELTON BENJAMIN 


С APW Tipe Crown champion JUN AKIYAMA 


WWE Champion: World Champion: World Champion: 


CM PUNK SHEAMUS BOBBY ROODE 
1--DANIEL BRYAN 1—ALBERTO DEL RIO 1—JAMES STORM 
2KANE 2—CHRISTIAN 2—MR. ANDERSON 
3—09 СЕНА 3--DOLPH ZIGGLER 3 JEFF HARDY 
a TE BiG SHOW 4 сот RHODES 4—KURT ANGLE 
| 5—TENSAI зак. su smes і 
S—SANTNOMARELLA © 6—GREAT KHALI DEVON 
1- жой KINGSTON 1—ЫН CARA _ 7—AUSTIN ARIES. 7—TOMNASO CIAMPA 
3—JACK SWAGGER ¿—Hunco 3—808 VAN DAM KYLE оташу | 
9880005 CLAY 9—JINDER MAHAL 9 SAMOA JOE 9—ADAM COLE 
10—THE MZ 10—BRAY WYATT 10—MAGNUS - 10—HOMICIDE 
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COMBAT ZONE WRESTLING: Champion, MSAD 1. Зу Catan: 2— MARYLAND CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion Nu Tl; 1— 


stan York; 2—Ryan McBride; 3 Zukko: + Tyler Hon; 5— 


Danny Havoc; 7—Dave Crit; 8--Adam Се 
Tremont 


le; 9 Мех Colon: 10 Matt 


icky Reyes; Jimmy 


VO Adam Rash. 


DRAGON GATE USA: Champlon-— Johnny Gargano: 
Chuck Taylor; 3— icochet: 4 Low- Ki 3- PAC: 6 
Masaaki Mochizuki; 8 xb Hull; CIMA, 10 аба 


OHIO VALLEY WRESTLING: Charnpioo—Rob Terry; —Jamin Olivencia; 2 
M 


3—loheny Spade: 4—Citt Compton, 5—Chvistopher 
lo; 8 Michael Hayes; Т. -Raul Самоа, 8—Shiloh Jonze; 9—Ted 
Meier, 10- Топу Gunn: 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champloo —Papador; 1—Kekoa 
the НУП Hawaiian: 2—Breaker Morant: 3—Стпв Wylde. 4-—AHTU: NORTHEAST WRESTLING: Cramoio-— an Anthony; 1— Mall Taven; 2— епу 
Bandido sr: sonny Sher 7——8000у Sl, B- osn Dane; S- Cue Laer, 3- Lite Robinson: + Boboy Lat, Tomo Camps 6— 
Calaway; 10- Corey Blaze. Cosi Alexander; 7 Adam Page, 8 obe E S яп Dug, 10- Vat 


ELITE PRO WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion Jake Davis; 1—Luke PLATINUM CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion-—Mason; 1—The 
Gallows; 2—Me Patriot; Bodie Wiliams: 4— Cs Cine; 5- Galen; 6— 11; 3—Влап Blaze; 4- Devin Vale 5— 
Vince Vega; 7- Scott Titus; 8- Robbie Paige: Brandon Scott, 10- Sean Mania Pol be Ec: 9 Tommy Daniela, 10- 

Hudson: 


EVOLVE; Champion acant; Chad Taylor 2 tay бирело, > SHOWTIME ALL-STAR WRESTLING: Chapin orsel Walker, 1— Le 
Lowe ам; 6--Bobby Fish; 7—Sam Сайлап, B—Jon 2 Mar Bentley. 3--Mica Taylor. 4— Cassidy Riley; 5—Jesse 
9—AR Fox 10-8 Generico Emerson. 6 жылай Bate Alm Separa 6. E lo З 
Jon Michael Woran 


FLORIDA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—8o Dalias: 1——R 
Steamboat; 2—kassius Ono; 3—Dean Ambrose; 4— Leo Kug У WORLD ALL-PRO WRESTUNG: 
Wyatt 6—Во Dallas; 7—Antonio Cesaro; 8—Seth Rolins: 9- ck Rowan: — Bul богет. hrs Taylor: 4— Atomic Dog; - Јава Karat 6- 
30— dig E Langston. Ву; 7—Jason Kross: 8— Kane D. Jota Poe: 10- Bandido Jr 


6—PRINCE DEVITT 
7—IESTSUYA NAITO 
8—YOSHINOBU KANAMARU 
9—TAKIYA SUGAWARA 


7—JEREMY WYATT 
10—TEREX 


10—SUWAMA 10—LA SOMBRA 10—ЕРІРНАНҮ 


